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Why do people not contact the church or 

pastor when hospitalized? 

I have often wondered why people going into the hospital or 

finding themselves there in a crisis situation did not call 

either the church office or the pastor. After all, there is the 

possibility of prayer support from the community and the other possibility of a visit from the pastor.  

Then I was hospitalized on August 31, 2020 with a wound and a cardiac event. I had no idea of what was going 

on medically and did not want people in the congregation to worry about what could have been nothing. I WAS 

WRONG. Even though I did not know the full extent of medical evidence and final diagnosis to give to anyone, I 

could have benefited from the prayers of members of St. Paul and Zion.  I am now fully recovered. I was at AGH 

for three days of testing and was told that I had a non-ST myocardial infarction (a Charlie horse of the heart). I 

needed a few more days to recover from the emotional effects of a heart incident and then returned to ministry. 

It seems to me now that this could be at least part of the reason that other people, or their relatives, do not 

make such a call. We do not know what to tell anyone so why bother them. IT IS NOT A BOTHER. It is the 

responsibility of the congregation to pray for each other even without a full diagnostic report to tell God about. 

God know what is happening to us and can refer the prayers offered to the need that we are experiencing. The 

prayers also do not only support our medical condition, they also support our spiritual and emotional isolation. 

In these current, unprecedented, times of crisis and limitation of visitation at our local hospitals, there are many 

times of isolation and loneliness. Times when the prayers of others could have buoyed us up and supported our 

spiritual and emotional well-being. Also, prayers for all those who serve medical staff and hospital workers are 

always important for all patients at all times. 

So, even though I have failed to reach out during a crisis, I would like everyone (including me) to make a change 

in our behaviors and reach out to the church even when we do not have every possible detail of what is going 

on. 

ANNOUNCING NEW MINISTRY: 

A Mutual Ministry Committee has been recommended by the Zelienople Harmony Lutheran Ministry Parish 

Council. Members are: Edie Brain and Tom Davis from Zion and Marty Goetz from St. Paul. Their roles are to 

enable improved communication between myself and members of the congregations. Please convey to them 

any positive or negative criticisms or needs so that they can be celebrated or corrected as soon as possible. 

Peace and Health 

Pr. Tim  

http://www.zioninharmony.com/
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Serving Zion this month                
Usher 

October 4: Lisa Shedio 

October 11: Bill Gasior 

October 18:  Carl Miller 

October 25:  Patty Cekella 

 

Greeter 

October 4: Cindy Latch 

October 11: Jessica Gasior 

October 18: Betty Miller 

October 25: Chris Cekella 

 

      Money Counters 

October 4: Bill Gasior & Chris Trimble 

October 11:  Linda Armstrong & Pat Pflug 

October 18: TBD 

October 25:  TBD 

 

                             Bulletin Sponsors 

October 4:  AVAILABLE 

October 11:  AVAILABLE 

October 18:  Trimble 

October 25:  AVAILABLE 

 

 

• If you are unable to serve on your Sunday, please trade with someone.   

• Bulletins may be sponsored with a donation of $15 per week, to offset the cost of the bulletins, and can be 

given to the glory of God, in memory of someone, or in honor of someone.  Note “Bulletins” in the memo 

section of your check, and please call Melissa in the office if you’d like to sponsor the bulletins.   

• Flowers may be given on the altar any Sunday.  There are forms on the bulletin board in the entryway.  

Ask Melissa if you have questions.    
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October 7: 7:00 Worship & Music Team meets 

October 8:   7:00 Council meets 

October 14:  10:00 WELCA meets 

 

 

 

 
 

The Annual Turkey Trot for the Food Cupboard gets underway on October 4th!  Please 

place food items in your favorite turkey’s lane, and let’s see how much food we can 

collect for the food cupboard.  And don’t forget that October 18th is Harvest Home 

Sunday—another opportunity to show your support for the food cupboard by bringing in 

donations. 

 

 

Pastor Tim is having a weekly Bible study.  The study focuses on the readings for 
the upcoming week.  This study takes place at St. Paul Lutheran Church on 
Wednesdays, at 6:30 p.m.  Zion will host the same study on Thursdays, 1:00.  You 
may attend at either church; whichever one suits your schedule!   
 
 

 

 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY GOES VIRTUAL!  

Due to the Coronavirus, this year’s Synod Assembly will be held virtually.  We need THREE 

voting members to take part.  The event will be held on Saturday, November 14th.  Please 

see Pastor Tim if you’d like to be part of this event.   

 

 

 
 

 
Family & friends of Tom Meyer, who went 
home to the Lord on Friday, August 21st.  
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Many thanks to our church family for the 

prayers, cards, and thoughts as we navigate 

Ed’s illness.  It means so much.  Please continue to 

pray for our family.   

With love,  

Ed & Vicki Moyer 

 

 

Help Your Church   

As fall progresses the November annual meeting is almost here.  
Each year we pass a budget to give guidelines on spending for the 
coming year but we also vote in a new church council.  This year we 
will need at least 3 people to come onto council.  Four of the current 
council will remain.  Can you help?  During this strange time of 
history, the council is a very important part of our church.  While we 
have been meeting in person the last few months, we are socially 

distanced from each other, taking up the whole social hall.  Please think hard about joining this 
group of people that work hard at keeping our church running. 

 
New Treasurer 

Shirley Fichter has informed us that she will be stepping down as our church 
treasurer.  The treasurer is a very important person in our church.  While our 
bills have definitely gone down with not much happening in the church there 
are still employees to pay and utilities to pay.  As a way to make this job easier 
we are purchasing a QuickBooks online program that will enable most of the 
work to be done from your home.  Shirley is willing to help the new person as 
the transition occurs.  Please give this important position some serious 
thought. 

 
Annual Meeting 

Please plan to attend the annual meeting that will probably take place 
November 22nd.  We will need at least 25 voting members on this day to pass 
the budget and elect new council members.  This is a very important day in the 
life of our church.  Come and help the church continue to run smoothly as the 
world hopefully returns to normal. 
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Even though many people are not coming to church due to the virus, 
each Sunday bulletins are still printed; if you wish to sponsor the 
bulletins for a special week you can still do so.  Call into the church 
office at any time.  If Melissa is there you can tell her what you would 
like, if she isn’t in right then please leave a message and she can call 
you back. Please call by Tuesday morning the week before you wish to sponsor.  The cost to 
sponsor the bulletins is $15 for a week. 
 

 

The Chime Choir will play during the service on November 22nd.  

Rehearsals will be held every Sunday after church for about 20 

minutes, beginning on October 11th, through November 15th.  

Everyone is invited to join—you don’t have to know how to read 

music to play! 

Looking forward to having lots of new members. 

 

 

 
The church now owns two riding mowers and has decided to 
sell one of them.  The one being sold is a Kubota T1770.  It is 
a 17 horsepower, V-twin Kohler with a 44” cutting blade.  We 
would like $500 for the mower.  Denny Barkley has done the 

maintenance on this mower since it was bought for the church.  
If you are interested in purchasing the mower please either 

contact the church or Doug Trimble at 724-865-2029. 

   

Dear Friends,  

Thank you so much for your recent gift to Lutherlyn.  We are truly grateful to have your support 

during this difficult and unexpected time.  It is gifts like yours that will help Lutherlyn return to 

“business as normal” when we are safely able to do so.  Your recent gift of $555 goes further than 

just helping cover operations during this unprecedented time.  When the time comes, your gift will 

help Lutherlyn continue to be a God-given place where people are accepted, challenged, and sent 

out into the world to shine their light in the world!   

Thanks again for your generosity, we truly appreciate it.   

Yours in ministry,  

Deb Roberts, Executive Director 
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FOOD CUPBOARD NEWS 

We have cleared our shelves and need to fill them back up! 

Cereal Boxes * 
Canned Tuna 
Canned Chicken 
Canned Fruit 
Applesauce 
Pasta Sauce* - please no glass jars if possible  
Rice  
Pasta Noodles (egg noodles and spaghetti are most needed) 
Canned Vegetables 
Canned Soup  
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 
Canned Beans (baked beans, kidney beans, black beans etc.)  
Sloppy Joe  
Pasta/Rice Sides  
Broth *  
Stuffing mix *  
Gravy *  
Canned Potatoes - (sweet potatoes and regular) *  
Instant Potatoes *  
Macaroni and Cheese  
Helper Meals (hamburger helper variations) 
Oatmeal 
Ramen Noodles 
 

I put a star next to our biggest needs.  I also want to start planning to gather food for our clients to use 
for Thanksgiving meals.   

Thanks so much,  

Erin Makowski, Food Cupboard director 

 

 

  
FOOD CUPBOARD UPDATE 

The new director for the Food Cupboard is Erin Makowski and she is 

doing a great job.  

We served 91 clients in the drive through pick up on Sept. 15. The plan is 

to keep serving all clients in this manner at this time.     

Next month we will be planning for the holidays. 

--Submitted by Tom Brain, Zion’s Food Cupboard board member 
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Minutes of Council Meeting 

Thursday, September 10, 2020 
 

 

Attendees:  Linda Armstrong, Shirley Fichter, Bill Gasior, Pat Plug, Chris Trimble, Marsha Davis, Pastor Timothy 

Dawes 

Absent:  Debbie Muders 

Recording Secretary:  Bill Gasior 

 

Devotions:  Linda Armstrong started the meeting with devotions written by Pastor Jason Shepard from Trinity-

Evangelical Church in Latrobe, PA.  Discussed how to complete outreach for the church even during the pandemic.  How 

we should utilize our strengths and spread God's words.  Matthew 7:7-8 7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye. 

shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh. findeth; and 

to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

 

Secretary Report:  There were no additions or corrections.  Chris made a motion to approve the report.  Marsha 

seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  

AUGUST 2020 

8/31/2020 7/31/2020

Checking 114,030.86$   113,621.87$   

Petty Cash 25.00              25.00              

Cash Balance 114,055.86$   113,646.87$   

Less: Capital Improvements 24,374.99       24,324.99       

Less: Designated Funds 31,526.83       30,002.59       

Less: Payroll Tax Withholding 442.98            214.12            

Current Budgeted Funds Available 57,711.06$     59,105.17$       
Contributions by envelope and plate for August (5 Sundays) were $9,350.00. Compared to our budgeted amount of 

$13,529.40 giving was $4,179.40 less than was needed to meet monthly budget.  Receipts exceed our budgeted amount on 

one Sunday last month.  Envelope giving to date in 2020 totals $85,271.55 (35 Sundays) and we are $9,434.25 under 

budget.  

It is important to understand that although our checking account shows $114,030.86 most of that money is in 

designated accounts and can only be used for that specific account.  The amount we actually have to pay our bills is 

$57,711.06. 

 Our average weekly attendance for August was 34.  This included a joint service with St. Paul.  

PennEnergy (Formerly Rex Energy) – Miscellaneous (Account #980): Opening Balance was $3,979.18.  August receipts 

were $128.12.  August disbursements were $42.71 (Cemetery Association).  Ending balance for August was $4,064.59. 

Reminder: If you are unable to attend church due to COVID-19, please continue mailing your offering to the 

church.    

Chris made a motion to combine line item 806 into 800, Marsha seconded.  Motion passed.  Council also discussed 

whether line item 917 and 970 should be reexamined, unsure if work occurred that the funds were allocated for.  Marsha 

made the motion to accept the report.  Chris seconded.  Motion passed. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor has led and preached Festival workshop throughout August.  He attended many Zoom meetings 

and attended 2 church council meetings - as well as both worship committees’ meetings, participated in the Food 
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Cupboard distribution, crafted August news articles, 3 home visitations, 43 phone calls to members and 5 hospital 

visitations.  Pastor called for volunteers for the virtual synod meeting on Saturday, November 14th.  Each church in the 

joint ministry will be allowed 3 voting members to participate.  It will be determined later on which church will host the 

event.  Two different Bible studies will be held at Zion, beginning on September 16th. One during the day and one in the 

evening.  Chris asked Pastor about his hospital stay and the lack of communication surrounding his stay. Bill injected and 

said that when he called Pastor to see how he was doing afterward, he addressed the issue of lack of communication 

surrounding his hospital stay.  We were all just happy that he was feeling better and agreed that his health was 

paramount.    

 

Old business:  Shirley discussed the need for update to QuickBooks, our bookkeeping software.  Council agreed to 

investigate some new versions of the software.   

 

New business:   

Guardian update - The system is now working correctly, they suggested we test the system every month, this will be 

added to property committee.  The contact list has been changed to 1st Rich Rice, 2nd Bill Gasior, and 3rd Frank Porter. 

 

New Microphones - We purchased two new lavalier style microphones for the worship service, they will arrive 9/13.  Our 

hope is that these new microphones will provide a more consistent pick up for service.  We will keep the old ones as 

auxiliary microphones.  We will receive two new transmitter packs and two new over the ear microphones.  Installation is 

included in our purchase.   

 

New treasurer - Shirley is stepping down as treasurer. We will need to fill that position for next council.  Shirley has 

agreed to help her replacement to provide the best transition possible.  Bill asked if Shirley would along the way make 

notes so that all of her bookkeeping knowledge and information was not trying to be recorded after she left her 

post.  Pastor thanked Shirley for all of her hard work.  If interested in the position, members should contact any member 

of council or Melissa. 

 

New renters - Council met the new renters of the parsonage.  Say hello to Joe and Victoria when you see them near 

church.  We also discussed the issue of mice at the parsonage.  The tenants contacted Orkin for consultation.   

 

*Abiding Ministries - We were not entirely sure where the envelope money should be sent, Marsha volunteered to call 

and see if the address had changed. 

 

Budget - The executive committee will hold a special meeting following church service on September 20th.  At this 

meeting, this committee will discuss what they would like to do next year.  One discussion point will be to allocate more 

money for bulletins. 

 

Volunteer opportunities - Bill said that he and Chris were looking for any member of the congregation to help out with 

video recording.  Bill or Chris can train you on the system and there is a step by step guide to help.  Bill added that we 

would also need more volunteers for the virtual synod meeting in November.   

 

Team Reports 

Property:  The toilet wax ring was replaced in the men’s bathroom and we are monitoring the quality of the floor.   

 

Fellowship:  None 

 

Meeting Human Needs:  None 

 

Worship:   The Worship assistants met with Rosemarie on Wed. Sept 2 at 7:00.  Marsha D. opened with a prayer and 

Joanne P. conducted the meeting in Pastor Dawes' absence.  We later learned that Pastor Dawes was in the hospital for 

tests.  Rosemarie showed us a supplement to the Cranberry Hymnal that she received and she did not recommend 

buying.  All agreed with her recommendation. Rosemarie would like to have a small group of people volunteer for chime 

choir, practice after church services, and possibly play for a Sunday service in early Nov. After some discussion the group 

decided to recommend to council that we start singing the regular responses in setting 7 the first Sunday in October.  We 
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agree that all church members should continue to wear masks if possible.  We may be able to have a cantor lead the 

singing.  

  

We have a new missionary to pray for in Madagascar. Kristen Laderach is no longer serving in Madagascar.   Marsha will 

provide Melissa with the name for the church bulletin. Also, *Abiding Ministries is no longer operating, so council will 

need to choose a new organization to receive the funds collected in July of this year.  Marsha would also like the Church 

directory updated.  November 29 is the next scheduled joint service with St. Paul's.  This is the fifth Sunday of the month 

and will be held at St. Paul’s.  We will discuss the details of this service in October.  

 We assigned Worship Assistants for September and the first Sunday of October.  There was some discussion about 

improving communications between Council, Pastor, Team leaders, and members who have not been coming to church 

for whatever reason. 

 The next meeting of Worship Team will be Wed. Oct. 7 at 7:00. 

Pat made a motion to resume singing in church on the 1st Sunday in October.  Shirley seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

Christian Education:  none 

 

Stewardship:  None 

 

Every Member Involvement: None 

 

Executive Committee:  Will meet after service on September 20th.   

 

Devotions for October:  Pat 

 

Next council meeting is October 8th. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Gasior 

 

From the church secretary: 

*Abiding Ministries is still operating; they are now Abiding Missions.  

 

 

 

 
 


