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All Good Things Must Come to an End 

Have you ever heard the phrase “All good things must come to an end”? It is one of 
those phrases that I heard so long ago and have used so many times that I have no 
idea where I first heard it. 

On Monday, March 29th, my son and I joined 56 other Cub Scouts on a bus trip to the Inner Harbor of Baltimore 
where we visited the National Aquarium and spent the night in hammocks on the historic USS Constellation. 
The next day we toured the USS Taney (Coast Guard Cutter), the USS Torsk (Submarine), and the Civil War 
Museum. Then we drove to Hampton, Virginia, where we stopped at the NASA Langley Facility and assembled 
robots, built rockets, toured the facility, and spent the night on the floor. The next day we launched our rockets 
and then made the long ride home. It was on the way home that I thought, “All good things must come to an 
end.”  

Not surprisingly there were moments on this trip that the end couldn't come fast enough! I'm sure you can 
understand – the lack of sleep, the conflicting personalities and parenting styles, the close quarters, the 
extended periods on the bus, and three days without showers.... And yet, over all, the trip was good, 
memorable, and enjoyable. It was good but thankfully, “All good things must come to an end.” 

While it is true that all good things must come to an end, it is also true that all bad things must come to an end. 
In fact, “all things come to an end”. As such, I was not surprised that when I looked up the origin of this phrase 
it was both ancient and was likely derived from a proverb which claims just that point - “all things come to an 
end”. This is a simple fact of life. All things end. The good and the bad. And Thank God that is the case!  
There is an end to suffering, pain, and grief. There is an end to work, struggle, and the daily grind. There is an 
end to frustration, hopelessness, addiction, and disease. There is an end to fear, depression, and weariness. 
There is an end to whatever it is that eats away at you. All things will end and all things will be made new. In 
Revelation 21, John speaks of the end of all things and the beginning of a new era for all of God's Creation: 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

  “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
  He will dwell with them; 
  they will be his peoples, 
  and God himself will be with them; 
  4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
  Death will be no more; 
  mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
  for the first things have passed away.” 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write 
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end. 

All things end except the Creator. The one who brought all things into being has no end and the Creator has 
promised that one day, all creation will get a reset. One day God is going to hit the “reset button” and God is 
going to take the good and the bad and transform them into the Holy. This will be a most glorious day. Indeed, 
it cannot get here soon enough for me! 

Just a thought. 
 
Pastor Nathaneil  
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Serving Zion this month                
Ushers 

   May 5:  Dale Wright 

 May 12:  Joanne Porter 

 May 19:  Edie Brain 

 May 26:  Emily Cekella 

             

 

Greeters 

May 5:  Carl & Betty Miller   

May 12:  Frank Porter & Victor Kotomski 

May 19:  Linda Armstrong & Melinda Johns 

May 26:  Bill & Jessica Gasior 

 

 

Money Counters 

May 5:  Debbie Muders & Shirley Fichter 

May 12:  Linda Armstrong & Pat Pflug 

May 19:  Evelyn Stephens & Sally Measel 

May 26:  George Measel & Bill Gasior 

 

                             Bulletin Sponsors 

May 5:  Miller 

May 12:   Muders 

May 19:  Available 

May 26:  Porter 

 

 

 If you are unable to serve on your Sunday, please trade with someone.   

 Bulletins may be sponsored with a donation of $15 per week, to offset the cost of the bulletins, and can be 

given to the glory of God, in memory of someone, or in honor of someone.  Note “Bulletins” in the memo 

section of your check, and please call Melissa in the office if you’d like to sponsor the bulletins.   

 Flowers may be given on the altar any Sunday.  There are forms on the bulletin board in the entryway.  

Ask Melissa if you have questions.    
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ANNUAL MOTHER-DAUGHTER DINNER 

 Once again on May 7th we will celebrate the women of our church.  

While not all of us are mothers, all of us are daughters even if your mother is no 

longer with you.  This is a wonderful evening of fellowship among all female 

members of the church and their female family members and friends.    Please 

join us for a great evening of fun, food and entertainment.  It is hoped that the 

male members of the church will come also to help serve and clean-up. The 

dinner will begin at 6:30 p.m.     --Submitted by Chris Trimble 

   

 

 

When I think of Voice, I think of a place that women and children who 

are afraid for their lives go to have a safe place to hide.  To regroup and 

make a plan for moving forward with their lives.  A safe haven where they 

can find food, shelter, mental and physical help.  A place that they know will 

believe them when they tell their stories.  Then through tragedies in our own lives we learned that they are much 

more.  They are also there when you are being battered in your own home and need to get a protection from abuse order 

in court.  They provide you with an attorney, free of charge, who will advocate for you before the judge.  Afterwards they 

call to make sure that you are ok if you choose to stay in your own house while the abuser is forced to leave the 

house.  They provide you with information on moving forward with your life.  When Jen's sister in law was murdered 

almost two years ago we found out that Voice is there for the families of these victims.  Women from the Voice 

organization come to be with you during every hearing.  To give you advice on your rights during the proceedings.  They 

call in between times to make sure that you are doing ok and if there is anything they can do to help.  Then during the 

days of trial they sit with you as you relive those horrible times.  To give comfort and a shoulder to cry on.  All of this is 

done at no cost to you.  Voice does receive some money from the state and federal government through grants but most 

of their money comes from individual donations and donations from organizations such as The Rotary groups in 

Cranberry Township. Each year at Easter the women of the WELCA group take on the campus of Voice in Cranberry 

Township.  There is also a group in Butler city but we only do the Cranberry township site.  They have a group home and 

also some apartments throughout the township used as stepping stones to living on their own.  Some of these people live 

between the group home and the apartments for up to a year and a half.  Our group provides each woman with a bag 

filled with personal care items from deodorant and makeup to books and treats.  We also provide each child with a bag 

filled with necessities like washcloths and body wash to toys, games and candy.  We also provide their complete Easter 

dinner from the hams to the dessert.  This year we made 11 women's bags and one bag for a man.  We also did one bag 

for a baby and eight children's bags. This is quite an undertaking for our small group.  We thank each of you for helping us 

make this Easter season a happier time for these women, man and children that are looking for a better and safer life. 

           --Submitted by Chris Trimble  
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FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

--Sunday, May 12
th
, is Mother’s Day!  Please stay for Fellowship Hour following worship and 

enjoy some ice cream cake.  

--May birthdays and anniversaries will be celebrated on the 19
th
 this month.      

--We are planning an indoor Memorial Day Picnic for after church on May 26
th
 with all your favorite picnic food.  

A free will offering will be taken.  

 

Adult Sunday School News 

We finished up the study of Matthew with a look at Easter and the Resurrection.  Now 

the Book of Acts will be studied as we look at what happened to the disciples and the 

spreading of the Gospel over the world.   

Won’t you come and join us?  Bring your Bible!  

 

 

This month’s special offering will benefit Camp Lutherlyn in 
Prospect.  Camp Lutherlyn has been providing Christian camping 

experiences and other activities for many years.  With our help, no 
child is turned away from Lutherlyn’s summer camps for financial 

reasons.  Please give generously!  

 

 

Tea Planned at St. Paul’s   

We are planning a tea at St. Paul’s.  It will be held on Sunday, May 19th, from 2-4 p.m.  
The cost of tickets is $10.  We are trying to have 8-10 tables, depending on how many 
participants we have. 
Anyone interested in setting a table can do so (includes 8 foot tablecloths, dishes, 
utensils and anything one wants to decorate with).  The table setter will also be 
responsible for selling 8 tickets.  We will need refreshments as well—cookies, pastries, small sandwiches and 
of course tea and tea pots. 
Entertainment is being supplied by Bobbi Jean Alexander and our talented children. 
If you would like to get involved and have any questions, please contact Phyllis Metz at 724-452-5993, or 724-
584-7660. 
It’s lots of fun! 

 

The WELCA group would like to let everyone know that after many, 
many years it has been decided to stop having the annual clothing and 
yard sale.  We thank everyone who helped set up, shop and pack up 
all of these years.  If you have yard sale items they can be donated to 
the Zelienople Rotary for their sale and clothing can be donated to 

the Salvation Army, Goodwill, or St. Vincent DePaul’s.  Thank you again for all your faithful service. 
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A Circle of Friends Choirs 

Spring Concert Schedule 
 
 

Friday, May 3, 2019  -  7:30 p.m. 
Hope Lutheran Church 

8070 Rowan Road 
Cranberry Township, PA  16066 
Benefit: Orchardview Stables 

 
Saturday, May 4, 2019  -  7:00 p.m. 

Harmony-Zelienople United Methodist Church/ Hosting for Grace Church/Harmony 
123 N. Pittsburgh Street 
Zelienople, PA 16063 

Benefit: Healthy Communities Unlimited - developing Christian school in Uganda 
 
  

Sunday, May 5, 2019  -  7:00 p.m. 
Harmony-Zelienople United Methodist Church 

123 N. Pittsburgh Street 
Zelienople, PA 16063 
Benefit: Young Life 

 
 

Friday, May 10, 2019  -  7:30 p.m. 
Strand Theater 

110 N Main Street 
Zelienople, PA 16063 

Benefit:  Calvin Presbyterian Church Annual Youth Group Mission Trip and the charitable Strand Theater 
Tickets $15 to be purchased through The Strand Theater  

 
 

Saturday, May 11, 2019 - 7:00 p.m. 
St. Peter's Reformed Church 
320 East Grandview Avenue 

Zelienople, PA 16063 
Benefit:  Evans City Library 

 
Sunday, May 12, 2019  -  7:00 p.m. 

St. Peter's Reformed Church 
320 East Grandview Avenue 

Zelienople, PA 16063 
Benefit: Make-A-Wish 
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 Minutes of Council Meeting 
Thursday April 11, 2019 

 

Attendees: Shirley Fichter, George Measel, Sally Measel, Debbie Muders, Pat Pflug, Al Stephens, Evelyn Stephens, 

Pastor Nathaneil Christman 

Absent: Bill Gasior, Linda Armstrong 

Devotions: Shirley opened the meeting with devotions written by the Pastor of Zion Lutheran Church in Penn Hills 

inspired by John 10: 7-10 to feed the sheep. The congregation supported ELCA World Hunger, local Food Cupboard, 

food pantries, etc. But they felt that food was not all the people needed. So, they provided some social services including 

health screening, professional medication management, dentistry for kids, and dietary advice. They focused mainly on the 

children providing birthday gifts, Easter baskets, etc. 

Secretary’s Report:  There were two corrections in last month’s report. The Food Cupboard installed two new 

commercial refrigerators, not one refrigerator and one freezer. The piano needs to be checked every 6 months, not 

monthly. Evelyn made a motion to approve the report. Al seconded. Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report: Shirley said she is monitoring the water bill due to the broken pipe, the electric bill due to the 

installation of two refrigerators in the Food Cupboard and the gas bill to make sure it’s still within budgeted amount.  
TREASURER’S REPORT FOR MARCH 2019: 

3/31/2019 2/28/2019

Checking 100,052.62$   92,396.48$     

Petty Cash 25.00              25.00              

Cash Balance 100,077.62$   92,421.48$     

Less: Capital Improvements 27,210.57       27,210.57       

Less: Designated Funds 34,839.60       32,579.75       

Less: Payroll Tax Withholding (2.87)               551.07            

Current Budgeted Funds Available 38,030.32$     32,080.09$       

Contributions by envelope and plate for March (5 Sundays) were $12,910.00. Compared to our budgeted amount of 

$8,750.40 giving was $4,159.60 more than was needed to meet monthly budget.  Receipts exceeded our budgeted amount 

on three Sundays last month.  Envelope giving to date in 2019 totals $32,956.59 (13 Sundays) and we are $10,205.55 over 

budget.  

It is important to understand that although our checking account shows $100,052.62 most of that money is in 

designated accounts and can only be used for that specific account.  The amount we actually have to pay our bills is 

$38,030.32.   
Our average weekly attendance for March was 50.  

PennEnergy (Formerly Rex Energy) – Miscellaneous (Account #980):  Opening Balance was $5,232.59.  March receipts 

were $304.96.  March disbursements were $236.76 (Cemetery Association).  Ending balance for March was $5,300.79. 

Parsonage Maintenance Loan Balance is $8,000.00 as of March 31, 2019. 

Evelyn made a motion to approve the report. Pat seconded. Motion passed. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor gave the council his report for March. He committed 19.5 hours to Zion with 143.7 miles driven. 

This included phone calls, home visits, meetings and funeral preparation.  

Old Business: 

Synod Convention in June: Zion still needs, at least, one man and one woman to volunteer to attend the Convention at 

California University. Pastor Christman informed council that there will be two key speakers, one being a Rabbi. Also, 

they will be voting on a new Bishop and there may be an ordination. So, it sounds like a lot of wonderful Christian 

experiences at this convention. If anyone would like to attend, please see George for the details. 

Roll Call: Even though this item is on the back burner for now, Shirley gave council a limited update. Our computer was 

bought in 2010. Ross said that, as of now, there is not enough memory but we could add to it. If we bought a new 

computer it would be upgraded to Windows 365. However, Melissa is not familiar with this software. Also, Office 365 

would not support our Quick Books 2016 which we use to issue checks and formulate reports. Even though we don’t do a 

lot with Quick Books, we would not want to upgrade at this time. 
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Evelyn asked a question about installing new council members. She was concerned that since Linda was absent when she 

and Al were reinstated this year should we install her at a future date. As per our constitution, Linda was voted onto 

council at our congregational meeting and that is all that is needed. Installation is just a formality. 

New Business: 

Motel expenses for the pastoral candidate: The pastoral candidate and his wife will probably be staying at a hotel in 

Cranberry after the Meet and Greet on April 27 since he will be conducting an early service at St. Paul’s the next day. 

Zion and St. Paul’s will share the expense 50/50. 

George questioned who will generate the official call letter if the pastoral candidate is called by both congregations. He 

feels the Synod has not provided enough direction in this process. Pastor Nathaneil explained that if the Pastor is called he 

has the choice to accept within 30 days and can even ask for another 15 day extension. Normally this happens a lot 

quicker than that. The joint ministries will only open a new account if the Pastor is called and accepts. Shirley feels the 

congregation should receive a copy of the pastoral candidate’s background and the itemized cost for having a new pastor. 

Frank Porter will be asked to talk at a service before April 28
th
 to give the call committee’s overview of their impression 

of the pastoral candidate. 

The council discussed the projected cost to Zion for a new Pastor. Shirley said that the budget would be tight even though 

we are splitting the cost with St Paul’s as we would need at least $1,000.00 a week in contributions. Sally said that to keep 

the doors open we need leadership. If the congregation wants a Pastor they will support it. 

Team Reports:   

Property: Al has asked John Byler for an estimate to repair the roofs on the garage and cemetery garage. He told council 

that Denny Barkley will service the church mower. Al is getting two new tires for the mower. 

Fellowship: Marsha’s granddaughter and Vicki’s grandson will celebrate their First Communion on Easter Sunday. Since 

this is such a busy day for all of us, we will recognize their special day at a later date. 

May 12
th
 – cake for Mother’s Day 

May 26
th
 – indoor Memorial Day picnic 

June 2
nd

 – 7:00 Ellwood City Chorale, Evelyn will call radio station WISR to advertise the performance 

June 12
th
 – men’s outdoor picnic 

Every Member Involvement: Road pick-up will be on Saturday April 27
th
. Please sign up to help. Pat & Shirley counted 

up the donations for the Bunny Hop. Details will be given at a later date. Also, food was bought for Clyde and Gloria Rice 

to help after Clyde’s heart attack. 

Meeting Human Needs: Pastor Nathaneil informed council that Cindy needs a wheelchair ramp built at her home for 

Cory. Al has already been involved in this project. Frank Porter has already measured. Eric Painter, Doug Trimble, and 

Jim Muders will assist in construction.  

Worship: Their next meeting will be on May 1
st
. 

Christian Education: Pastor Bev will contact Pastor Margarethe to set up a meeting. Marsha has picked out a program 

for VBS. Shirley said that the church would probably have something in the 4
th
 of July parade this year. She will have 

more information in May so they can get up and running. 

Stewardship: Sally will have copies of the pastoral candidate’s resume available to the congregation on Sunday. She 

feels the more information we all receive, the better. 

Executive Committee: None 

May Money Counters: 5
th
 Debbie & Shirley; 12

th
 Linda & Pat; 19

th
 Sally & Evelyn; 26

th
 George & Bill 

Devotions for May: Evelyn 

Next Council Meeting: May 9th 

 

Evelyn made a motion to adjourn. Pat seconded. Motion Passed. The council prayed the Lord’s Prayer and adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Debbie Muders  
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 The National Day of Prayer   

Community Prayer Breakfast 
 

 

The H/Z Ministerium cordially invites the community of 

believers to come together in Jesus’ name and pray. 
 

This Year’s Theme: 
 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
 

“Love one another. Just as I have loved you.”  

John 13:34 
 

Grace Church of Harmony 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

 7:30 – 8:30 AM 

Contact: Grace Church of Harmony (724-452-7270) 
 

A freewill offering will be taken for breakfast 

 

 


