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Some of y’all come back now, ya hear 

 

The global pandemic of covid-19 (coronavirus) continues to make changes in many 

aspects of our lives. We have become used to singing “Happy Birthday” 2x or the “Our 

Father” once as we wash our hands with increased frequency. We miss hugging friends and 

shaking hands as a greeting. We wear masks in public building and remain 6 feet apart in 

lines. 

 

By July 5, 2020 both St. Paul and Zion will be having live and in-person public worship. Both building have 

been thoroughly cleaned, seating has been segregated to allow for social distancing, sanitizer, masks and pre-

packaged communion elements are available as you enter the church, the exchange of peace will be verbal and /or a 

wave and attendance forms are to be signed as a record of all who attended a particular service each week (in case 

someone contracts the virus and contact tracing is necessary).  

 

Yet, even with all these precautions in place, there may be some who are anxious about returning to the 

church building. We have taken every precaution recommended and will continue to do so for some time to come. 

We will continue to have worship services recorded at 10:45 each Sunday at Zion and put on the website:  

https://www.zioninharmony.com/sermons.html 

If you are immuno-compromised or concerned about your health and safety … stay at home and participate 

through the website. We will look forward to the time when all feel comfortable again in public worship. Every 

precaution has been taken to ensure safety for all, and we pray for those who are not able to attend. The church of 

Jesus Christ is just not a building with doors and a steeple, it IS the entire people of God who worship and are 

guided by the Holy Spirit. IF you are comfortable attending public worship WELCOME and if you are not you are 

always still part of the community and present in our hearts and minds, not simply during Sunday Worship.  

 

Again, all recommended precautions have been taken for the safety of all.  WE continue to pray for the 

safety of all and the development of further improvements in addressing this disease, hopefully a cure for it and a 

vaccine to prevent it. This has happened with small pox and polio and people can again be guided to discover ways 

to improve worldwide health again.  

 

Peace and Health 

 

Pr. Tim 

  

http://www.zioninharmony.com/
https://www.zioninharmony.com/sermons.html
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 Greetings!  I hope everyone is staying healthy and making wise decisions 

when travelling outside of your homes.  With Pennsylvania transitioning 

into the “green” phase and cases still on the decline the council has 

decided to reopen for church services beginning on July 5th.  I and the 

church council thought it would be good to send some information 

concerning our strategy about reopening.   

  For Sunday worship services as well as other meetings being held at Zion the following precautions 

must be followed in order to protect the members of the congregation: 

• Masks will be mandatory for all members upon entering church, unless you have a medical 

condition and are not able to wear a mask.  We have a limited supply that will be made available upon 

request.  

• In order to social distance during service, alternating pews have been marked off.   

• In hopes to limit the spread of germs please label your hymnal and be sure to use only that one. 

• Prepared communion kits will be used. 

• Hand sanitizer will be made available. 

• Calling posts, email and letters will be the modality for communication of any necessary 

changes. 

While we are all excited to get back to worship, we must stay vigilant.  For the sake of our community and 

congregation we must gather responsibly.    

With peace, love, and encouragement 

Bill Gasior 

President 

Zion Lutheran Church 

 

 

FOOD CUPBOARD NEWS 

The Food Cupboard has been serving anyone in need for the last 
3 months because the state did not require the information.  We 
will be serving those who have done paperwork beginning again 
in July.  The Food Cupboard is well funded at this time. 

Sharon Klaiber is resigning as of July 31st.  We need someone to 
take over the position of Food Cupboard Manager.  The current 
salary is $900.00 per month.  Anyone interested in the position 
may speak with anyone on the board. 

--Submitted by Tom Brain  
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Serving Zion this month                
 

July 5: Marsha Davis 

July 12: Caleb Cekella 

July 19: John Pflug 

July 26: Tom Davis 

   

         

 July 5: Tom Bickert 

 July 12: Emily Cekella 

July 19: Pat Pflug 

     July 26: Sally Davis 

              

 

 

 

 

 

To be determined 

     

 

 

 

 

      To be determined 

 

 

 

 

July 5: Available 

July 12:  Available 

July 19: Available 

July 26: Available 

 

 

• If you are unable to serve on your Sunday, please trade with someone.   

• Bulletins may be sponsored with a donation of $15 per week, to offset the cost of the bulletins, and can be 

given to the glory of God, in memory of someone, or in honor of someone.  Note “Bulletins” in the memo 

section of your check, and please call Melissa in the office if you’d like to sponsor the bulletins.   

• Flowers may be given on the altar any Sunday.  There are forms on the bulletin board in the office hallway 

for both flowers and bulletins.  You are responsible for ordering flowers.  
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Serving Zion this month                
 

August 2: Ryan Shedio 

August 9: Mark Kristophel 

August 16: Shirley Fichter 

August 23: Tom Bickert 

August 30: Denny Bintrim 

 

           

August 2: Lisa Shedio 

August 9: Sue Kristophel 

August 16: Sally Measel 

August 23: Loree White 

August 30: Pam Bintrim 

              

 

 

To be determined 

     

 

 

 

 

      To be determined 

 

 

 

 

August 2: Available 

August 9: Available 

August 16: Available 

August 23: Trimble 

August 30: M. Davis 

 

 

• If you are unable to serve on your Sunday, please trade with someone.   

• Bulletins may be sponsored with a donation of $15 per week, to offset the cost of the bulletins, and can be 

given to the glory of God, in memory of someone, or in honor of someone.  Note “Bulletins” in the memo 

section of your check, and please call Melissa in the office if you’d like to sponsor the bulletins.   

• Flowers may be given on the altar any Sunday.  There are forms on the bulletin board in the office hallway 

for both flowers and bulletins.  You are responsible for ordering flowers.  
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--Please call the office (or email) with any changes that need to be 

made to the Prayer Concern list, so that it is as up-to-date as possible 

when church reopens on July 5th. 

--Normal office hours will resume the week of June 29.  

 

 

Congratulation to Dale Rubright, who graduated from Seneca 
Valley High School.   

 Emily Cekella graduated from Gannon University in Erie 
with a degree in Health Professions and Science.  Emily will 
complete her Master’s Degree next year in Occupational Therapy.   

Caleb Cekella has completed his sophomore year at Lebanon 
Valley College, and was named to a National Honor Society 
dedicated to the promotion of mathematics.  Caleb is pursuing a 
bachelor of science degree in Actuarial Science and Computer & 
Data Science.   

Zion congratulates all of these young people on their 
accomplishments, and wishes them lots of success in the 
future!   

 

 
 

 
Lawnmower for Sale 

The church is selling one of our lawnmowers.  It is a Kubota T1770.  If you are interested in 
seeing it or would like more information please contact the church. 
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Dear Friends,  
Thank you for your generous gift of $158 given through SWPA Synod.  In these 

uncertain times, your support means so much to us.  As an essential, life 
sustaining service, Glade Run continues to provide in person and telehealth 
mental health and autism services.  Our schools, St. Stephen’s Lutheran 
Academies, as well as our acute partial hospitalization program, are keeping 
connected with our students via technology.  It’s not ideal, and I know that our 

teachers and school staff miss the students every dat.  However, thus far we’ve been very successful, and no 
child has been left behind.   
One of the biggest impacts has been felt in our Adventures (therapeutic equine, animal and horticulture) 

program.  Stay at home orders and social distancing has meant that programming has been temporarily 
suspended.  I know the animals miss the kids as much as they’re missed, but we are looking forward to 
summer programming and summer camps.  Fingers crossed!   
You can learn about upcoming events and new program offerings at www.gladerun.org or 

www.facebook.com/gladerun.  You can even see some videos of teachers reading and singing to our students.   
We’d love to have the opportunity to demonstrate to you the impact your gift has on the thousands of 

individuals we are serving every day when social distancing is a thing of the past.  Until then, stay well, and 
know that you are appreciated!  
With gratitude, and best wishes,  
Sheila Talarico, Executive Director, Glade Run Foundation 
 

 

Dear Friends,  
Thank you for your generous gift to the CWS Blankets program.  As families and communities around the 
world recover from emergencies and struggle in the face of challenges, you are standing with them.  Now 
more than ever, we are so grateful for your generous support.  
Your contribution provides warmth, comfort and hope to neighbors near and far.  It provides a tangible 
reminder to migrant families that they are not alone as they seek safety.  It wraps refugees in warmth as they 
arrive in the United States to build a new future.  It provides comfort to out neighbors who have lost homes or 
are struggling in the face of extreme challenges.  Around the world, your support means relief and hope.    
Because of you, Church World Service is able to respond when disasters occur and support is needed.  Thanks 
to your compassion, we can—and will—change lives.    
May God bless you for your support,  
Rev. John L. McCullough 
President and CEO, Church World Service 

 

 

Dear Members of Zion Lutheran Church,  

Thank you for your continued support of Zelie-Evans City Meals on Wheels Program with your generous donation of 

$285.00.  The program continues to grow because of donations like yours.   

If there is anyone who would like to volunteer for MOW, please call 724-452-4270 and leave your name and number for 

volunteering.   

Barb Kaufman, coordinator 

 

  

http://www.gladerun.org/
http://www.facebook.com/gladerun
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Minutes of Council Meeting 

Thursday June 11, 2020 

 

Attendees: Linda Armstrong, Marsha Davis, Shirley Fichter, Bill Gasior, Debbie Muders, Pat Pflug, Al Stephens, Chris 

Trimble, Pastor Timothy Dawes 

Absent: None 

Devotions: Before Marsha began, she expressed that this devotion written a while ago applies to this time of our lives. 

The devotion starts with a reading from Mark 4:39, Jesus stills the storm. As we enjoy the beauty of God’s creation this 

summer, occasionally a strong storm can pop up. Our lives can be like that, but God gives us the strength and courage to 

calm the storm inside us. This was written by Pastor Margarethe Galbraith-Cordes. 

Secretary’s Report: There were no additions or corrections. Shirley made a motion to approve the report. Al seconded. 

Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report: TREASURER’S REPORT FOR MAY 2020: 

5/31/2020 4/30/2020

Checking 112,812.01$   111,378.88$   

Petty Cash 25.00              25.00              

Cash Balance 112,837.01$   111,403.88$   

Less: Capital Improvements 24,324.99       24,324.99       

Less: Designated Funds 33,393.11       33,767.11       

Less: Payroll Tax Withholding 382.65            189.13            

Current Budgeted Funds Available 54,736.26$     53,122.65$       

Contributions by envelope and plate for May (5 Sundays) were $9,290.00. Compared to our budgeted amount of 

$13,529.40 giving was $4,239.40 less than was needed to meet monthly budget.  Receipts exceed our budgeted amount on 

one Sunday last month.  Envelope giving to date in 2020 totals $53,448.55 (22 Sundays) and we are $6,080.81 under 

budget.  

It is important to understand that although our checking account shows $112,812.01 most of that money is in 

designated accounts and can only be used for that specific account.  The amount we actually have to pay our bills is 

$54,736.26.  

 There were no church services held in the month of May due to coronavirus. 

PennEnergy (Formerly Rex Energy) – Miscellaneous (Account #980): Opening Balance was $3,979.18.  There were no 

May receipts.  There were no May disbursements.  Ending balance for May was $3,979.18. 

ELCA Mission Investment Fund - On May 16, 2020 two of our CD’s rolled over.  Account #27065 for $10,292.06 was 

renewed for 2 years at a fixed rate of 1.541% and will mature on May 16, 2022.  Account #27073 for $10,257.22 was 

renewed for 1 year at a fixed rate of 1.393% and will mature on May 16, 2021.  

Please remember to mail your offering while the church is closed due to the coronavirus.   

 Chris asked why we haven’t received a check from Penn Energy. Shirley explained that if the proceeds are below a 

certain amount, they will wait to send it. Marsha made a motion to approve the report. Linda seconded. Motion passed. 

Pastor’s Report: The Pastor has been conducting online services. During this pandemic he has not been able to make any 

home or hospital visits. But he has made numerous phone calls to members of the yoked congregations. Council discussed 

when the congregations would celebrate Pastor’s one-year anniversary. Since the church was closed June 1st it was 

decided to celebrate on the date of his installation. 

Old Business: None  
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New Business: 

 Parish Council Meeting: Bill will contact Tom, President of St. Paul Council, to set up a meeting of the executive 

committees of the joint ministry to discuss the pastor’s annual review and any concerns that may have arisen this past 

year. 

Parsonage: Al informed the Council that the hot water heater in the parsonage failed and had to be replaced. Al has 

already taken care of this problem. Unfortunately, due to health problems, Al told Council that he must resign his position 

as Property Team Leader. After Al left the meeting, Pastor said that when the church reopens, he will recognize Al during 

the service to acknowledge all his hard work to maintain and improve the church and parsonage. Please check the 

Newsletter because there will be information about asking if there are any members of the congregation who would be 

willing to assume Al’s position on Council for his remaining term. 

Grass Mowing: Chris informed Council that the church grass was not being cut regularly and the cemetery grass was not 

cut for a month. The gentleman that we hired to do the mowing was informed that he would not be paid unless all the 

mowing was completed. After he and his parents completed the mowing he was terminated. Grass is now being 

maintained by Andy’s Lawn Service for a $50.00 charge for each mowing. They have been here twice and are doing a 

good job and even using their own equipment.  

Reopening: When the Worship Committee last met, they made a decision to reopen the church for services on June 14th. 

However, the Council makes the ultimate decision about reopening. At our last meeting we determined that the church 

would wait at least two weeks after the county went green before reopening. The members of Council then discussed what 

would be best for the safe reopening of Zion. 

Linda shared the latest information on the CDC website. She said that churches were still considered red because people 

are in an enclosed space for a considerable amount of time. There is no air flow in a room with a crowd of people where 

the virus stays suspended in the air. Because of that Council thought having outdoor services would be a good idea. Pastor 

asked if anyone in the congregation has a digital video recorder so we could record the service outside.  

Council also made suggestions about how we could have services inside the church. Because the virus is spread through 

droplets in the air, even though masks would be required, we could consider to not sing during the service. We would 

definitely observe social distancing with some pews roped off. And having communion was discussed using individual 

cups. Council feels it would not be necessary to have a company come in to sanitize the church since there really hasn’t 

been anyone inside and Vicki does such a good job cleaning. 

Pastor Nathaneil at Oak Grove takes a picture of the congregation to show who was in church to contact trace in case 

someone gets sick. This practice may be considered. 

Now that the county has moved to the green phase people are starting to venture out more. And there have been many 

people protesting in the streets of Butler and Pittsburgh. We want to see if cases of coronavirus increase locally in the next 

few weeks. We must err on the side of caution due to the average age of our members. Better to be safe than sorry. So, for 

those reasons the Council feels it’s too soon to open.  

Bill made a motion to reopen Sunday, June14th. There was 1 vote yes and 7 votes no. Motion did not pass. 

Bill will call and set up a special Council meeting to further discuss reopening or maybe just have our ideas sent through 

E-mail. When it’s decided to safely reopen, Bill will give the congregation at least a one-week notice. You will be 

informed by Calling Post, letter in the mail, E-mail and by a sign on the church door. Everyone agreed to this. 

Miscellaneous:  Pat informed Council that some of the young people have had special events occur lately. Emily Cekella 

graduated from college, Dale Rubright graduated from High School and Caleb was recognized by an honorary fraternity 

for his academic achievements. Lydia also will celebrate her confirmation soon. We need to decide how and when to 

acknowledge them. 

Shirley told Council that since we have been closed our expenses are about $9,000.00 a month. That includes the Pastor’s 

salary. Everyone has been very conscientious about mailing in their weekly contributions. This is just another friendly 

reminder to say that even though we’ve been closed we still have bills to pay.  
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Chris said we have to clean out the church soon, especially the downstairs. She also told the Pastor that she was concerned 

about the online service last week. Bishop Eaton’s remarks read by the Pastor made it sound like all Lutherans were racist. 

The Pastor approved of the comments for their historical context not for the present day. Bill thought the message may 

have been misinterpreted. Pastor thinks we must have uncomfortable conversations about race, anti-Semitism and gay 

marriage. Pastor said racism is a sin because everyone is created in God’s likeness but not everyone is treated equally. 

Team Reports:   

WORSHIP: Zion and St. Paul's Worship Team met together on June 3 at 7:00 p.m.  Pastor Dawes opened the meeting 

with prayers and devotions.  All 5 of Zion's worship assistants, and both church organists were present.   Pastor Dawes 

suggested June 14 as a reopening date for both churches as we will be in the green phase of reopening in the Covid 19 

pandemic.  All present agreed with his date.  There was a lot of discussion about how to protect the members of the 

congregation for the virus.  Everyone agreed that masks should be required for anyone attending church for now unless 

the person has a medical reason not to wear one.  Singing will be very limited for now and we will speak parts of the 

service, but music is still very important in our services. The complete service will be printed in the bulletin for now and 

attendance will be taken each Sunday.  We will be using prepared communion kits that will be placed in the pews and 

then collected by an usher.  A calling post message and possibly a letter will inform our members of these necessary 

changes.  We must all practice social distancing and good personal hygiene.  Hand sanitizer will be provided at the door.  

The meeting split into two groups and Zion members continued the discussion about procedures for our service.  Worship 

assistants were assigned for the rest of June and July.  June 14 will be a celebration of Easter and the Resurrection and 

then we will go back to the scheduled liturgies.   The next meeting of Zion's worship team will be July 22 at 7:00 p.m. at 

Zion. Our team members are eager to see the churches reopened, but we must continue to be cautious and remind those 

who are at risk to stay at home until they feel it is safe to return to church services. 

--Submitted by Pat Pflug 

STEWARDSHIP:  The income for the church has been very good in the last two months considering we have not been 

worshiping in person.  I want to thank everyone that has continued to send your offering so that our bills were able to be 

paid.  I look forward to seeing everyone soon as we start once again worshiping again in our church. 

Our contracts for our suppliers for our electric and gas have ended so after spending the last few days on the phone and 

computer new contracts have started.  Our electric will now be supplied by Better Buy Electric.  We went from 7.61 down 

to 6.19 for the next year.  Our gas will be supplied by Dominion Energy Solutions.  We went from 3.07 down to 2.69 for 

the next two years. 

Cloth and disposable masks have been purchased in case someone forgets theirs when they come to church. 

--Submitted by Chris Trimble 

Devotions for July: Shirley 

Next Council Meeting: Thursday, July 9th  at 7:00. There will not be a meeting in August. 

Shirley made a motion to adjourn. Marsha seconded. The Council prayed the Lord’s Prayer and adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Debbie Muders 

 

 

 


