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REGARDING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

While Zion will remain closed at least through Easter, 
please know that the office is still open, although with 
reduced hours.  If you are in need of pastoral care, please 
contact Pastor Tim at the number above.   
Holy Week and Easter plans are still being developed, 
with the possibility of “drive-through” Communion.  A 
Calling Post message will be sent when definite plans are 
made.  Also, watch your email and the church website for 
more information as it develops.    

*PLEASE NOTE, all activities on the church calendar after April 12th are subject to 
cancellation, as the situation with the pandemic warrants.   
 
 
 

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP TEAM: 
 

While we are not in church at this time the bills of the church continue.  The church council 
took a vote and with everyone agreeing to do so, it was decided to continue to pay our 
employees while we are closed.  We felt this was the least we could do to help our employees 
until we open back up.  While this is a small portion of our bills, our other bills continue.  We 
still have to pay the utilities, insurance and our Pastor.  If you are able, please send your 
weekly contribution to the church.  Melissa is coming in every Tuesday and will be able to 
deposit the money into the bank.  May each of you stay safe and healthy.  We look forward to 
the day we able to once again be able the join together and worship God as a happy healthy 
congregation. 
 
  

Melissa’s office hours are 
currently Tuesdays and 
Fridays, from 9:00 until 

around 10:00. 

http://www.zioninharmony.com/


 

 
 

Serving Zion this month                
 

  

 April 19:  Cindy Latch 

 April 26: Chris Cekella 

   

   

         

  April 19:  Chris Trimble 

 April 26:  Patty Cekella  

   

              

 

 

 

April 19:  Linda Armstrong & Pat Pflug 

April 26: Al Stephens & Bill Gasior 

 

 

 

 

 

April 19: TBD 

April 26: TBD 

 

 

        

 

April 19:  Trimble 

April 26:  AVAILABLE 

 

 

• If you are unable to serve on your Sunday, please trade with someone.   

• Bulletins may be sponsored with a donation of $15 per week, to offset the cost of the bulletins, and can be 

given to the glory of God, in memory of someone, or in honor of someone.  Note “Bulletins” in the memo 

section of your check, and please call Melissa in the office if you’d like to sponsor the bulletins.   

• Flowers may be given on the altar any Sunday.  There are forms on the bulletin board in the office hallway 

for both flowers and bulletins.  Ask Melissa if you have questions.  



 

 

VOICe Easter Baskets 

As the world has made most of us stay at home it has also affected Easter at Voice.  At this time, 
they are not accepting any contributions in the form of food or items.  After talking to them it has 
been decided that once the world goes back to normal, we will pack the bags and deliver them to 
them.  For those of you that contributed money to this, we will use it at the time that the bags are 
packed.  We want to thank you for always contributing to this worthwhile cause each year.  It is 
our job to help those of us that are less fortunate than us.  May you have a safe and joy filled 
Easter. 

 

 

Desserts needed! 

While most things have been canceled Meals on Wheels continues.  If you have signed 
up for a day to contribute desserts the week of Holy Week, please help this important 
service by taking your items to English Lutheran on the designated day.  The sheet is 
still hanging on the bulletin board in the church hall.  This service has continued to 
grow with the problems that are happening.  For some of these people this is the only 
food they get in a day.  Help us to help them. 

 

 

 

   FOOD CUPBOARD 
April is Zion’s month to help with the Food Cupboard.  This is another ministry 
that depends on local churches for not only monetary support, but support in 
the form of time.  Donations are sorted the second Tuesday of the month 
beginning at 9:00.  On the third Tuesday of the month, bags and boxes are 
packed at 9:00, with distribution beginning at 7:00 that evening.  Please 
consider coming to help one of these days—or both—and share God’s love 
with those in our community.   

 
 

 
If you ordered Easter flowers and would like your money refunded, please call Melissa 

and she can issue a check to you.  Flowers were not ordered this year due to church 

being canceled for Easter.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
At this time, we are planning on the dinner happening.  It will take place on 
May 12th.  We will get more information out as the date comes closer. 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

April’s special offering will go to support World Hunger.  Please give 
generously as you are able.  
 
 
 

Community Gardens at Oak Grove Community Church invites you to register 

for your own garden plot today!  Join other gardeners and grow vegetables 

for yourself and/or to share with local food banks.  Plots are 10’x20’, $20 

each.  Tools and water provided.  Plots are ready to plant!  No experience 

necessary.  Plots go quickly; email oglcgarden@gmail.com.  Follow us on 

Facebook. 
 

 

 

 

 

…to Pastor Tim Dawes and family on the 
death of his stepmother.  

…to Pastor Barbara Love on the death of her 
sister, Kay Wharton. 

…to Tom & Edie Brain on the death of Tom’s 
sister-in-law, Esther Brain.  

mailto:oglcgarden@gmail.com


 

 

Minutes of Council Meeting 

Thursday March 12, 2020 

 
Attendees: Linda Armstrong, Marsha Davis, Shirley Fichter, Bill Gasior, Debbie Muders, Pat Pflug, Al Stephens, Chris 

Trimble, Pastor Timothy Dawes.  

Absent: None 

Devotions: Chris opened the meeting with devotions from Isaiah 40. Pastor Tara Lynn from Calvary Lutheran Church 

and her son watched the Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory video. Her son was delighted by the colorful images and 

bountiful candy. Inspired by the movie, at bedtime a few nights later her son said he had something for her, an everlasting 

hug. This reminded the Pastor that God holds us in an everlasting hug of love. Ask God how you can use your gifts, time 

and treasures to experience His blessing of everlasting love. 

Secretary’s Report:  There were no additions or corrections. Marsha made a motion to approve the report. Shirley 

seconded. Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report:  
TREASURER’S REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2020: 
 

2/29/2020 1/31/2020

Checking 98,639.45$     96,146.30$     

Petty Cash 25.00              25.00              

Cash Balance 98,664.45$     96,171.30$     

Less: Capital Improvements 24,324.99       24,219.99       

Less: Designated Funds 29,779.52       27,877.87       

Less: Payroll Tax Withholding 477.44            233.20            

Current Budgeted Funds Available 44,082.50$     43,840.24$       
   

Contributions by envelope and plate for February (4 Sundays) were $9,598.55. Compared to our budgeted amount of 

$10,823.52 giving was $1,224.97 less than was needed to meet monthly budget.  Receipts exceed our budgeted amount on 

two Sundays last month.  Envelope giving to date in 2020 totals $19,102.55 (8 Sundays) and we are $2,544.49 under 

budget.  

 

It is important to understand that although our checking account shows $98,639.45 most of that money is in 

designated accounts and can only be used for that specific account.  The amount we actually have to pay our bills is 

$44,082.50.   

  Our average weekly attendance for February was 43.  

 

PennEnergy (Formerly Rex Energy) – Miscellaneous (Account #980):  Opening Balance was $3,749.00.  February 

receipts were $317.09 ($145.00 from Marsha Davis was reimbursement for HP Printer and $172.09 from Penn Energy).  

February disbursements were $57.36 (Cemetery Association).  Ending balance for February was $4,008.73. 

 

Chris asked why the pastoral expenses have not been broken down into the various categories. Shirley said she is in the 

progress of doing so and it will be done by next month’s report. 

 

Marsha asked if we are ever going to use the money in line item 974, Mission Trip Fund. The council was informed that 

Lydia wants to form a youth group at Zion and the funds could be used for that. And we could also use the money for 

traveling to areas to help the needy this summer. 

 



 

Pastor asked about the funds in line item 630, Parsonage maintenance. Shirley explained that each month we receive rent 

from the parsonage. The funds are to remain there in case we need to repair anything at the parsonage. Also, money in line 

item 500, Electric, is payment from the Food Cupboard to cover their portion of the bill. 

 

Chris made a motion to approve the report. Marsha seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Pastor’s Report: The Pastor gave his report to council for the Zelienople Harmony Lutheran Ministries. This consisted of 

church meetings, hospital visits, a funeral, confirmation instruction, Bible study etc. In performance of his ministry he 

traveled 601 miles. 

 

Pastor read a message from Pastor Peggy about Reverend Martin Luther King. In times of a medical crisis, he said that 

even though he would abide by all the precautions to not spread disease, he would continue with his ministry. Pastor will 

continue serving both Zion and St. Paul. And he will confer with Passavant to see if his services are currently needed as 

the residents there are older and more vulnerable to contracting a virus. 

 

Pastor informed council that the Synod Assembly will meet at Indiana University of PA, June12th – 14th, Friday through 

Sunday. There are four invitations available to Zion, one for the Pastor and three for the congregation. They will be voting 

on the budget for the Synod, changes in the constitution, ratifying last year’s changes to the constitution, celebrating 50 

years of women’s ordinations, panels of interest for lay people. etc. Since this assembly will involve all Pastors from the 

SW PA Synod the churches will not have Pastors for Sunday service. Council discussed how we would handle this 

situation. John, our local lay minister from St. Paul, will fill in for Pastor Dawes at both church services. There will be no 

communion at Zion that day. 

 

Pastor asked council if he could take a week of vacation from April 13th through April 18th. The council approved. He will 

make arrangements for someone to fill in for him that week. 

 

Pastor told council of a program offered by lay minister, William Oehlschlager, to renew us as Lutherans. For more 

information about this you can visit his website at www.lutheranrenewal.com. This would be presented as a couple hour 

program after Sunday service fellowship at Zion. Marsha will contact this gentleman to set up a date for both churches. 

 

Pastor would like the May and June dinners just be called the Women’s Dinner and Men’s Grill-out so as not to 

discourage some members from attending, Since St. Paul’s has The Mother’s Day Tea and Zion has the Mother-Daughter 

Dinner there would be no reason to change the titles. However, the Father’s Day Grill-out will be changed to the Men’s 

Grill-out. 

 

Old Business:  

 

Food Cupboard Sign: Al met with the Borough Commissioner to discuss erecting a sign in front of the church for the 

Food Cupboard. Sharon would like a vinyl sign, 24” x 60”, to be stretched between 2 metal poles, to inform the public of 

the location of the Food Cupboard. Council discussed using our sign to permanently display the following:  

SW Butler Food Cupboard 

Distribution 3rd Tuesday of Month 

Marsha made a motion to add this text in our sign. Al seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Memorial Gift Ideas: Marsha will look into purchasing a baptism banner with the memorial money given to honor 

George Measel. 

 

Status Update on Gas Bill: As you were informed in the last Newsletter, our gas bill has doubled in the last two years. Al 

had the furnace checked and the technician found no problems. Chris had a plumber check for outside leaks and found 

none. So, we’re still unsure of why there has been such an increase since the rate has not increased and we still have the 

same supplier. Bill said we will check next month’s bill to see the cubic usage. Chris said we should keep the blinds 

closed in the fellowship hall to cut down on cold air coming through the windows. 

  

http://www.lutheran/


 

New Business: Form Small Exploratory Group for Grant Funding and Other Special Projects 

 

Bill has discussed with Pastor Tim and Pastor Nathaneil about the numerous grants available for Lutheran churches. Oak 

Grove has already taken advantage of some of these grants. Pastor Tim gave council an example of one way a fund could 

be used. If a Pastor wanted to take a sabbatical for a month or two, a grant could pay for a substitute pastor for that time.  

Marsha said that Sthela was familiar with applying for grants so she would be able to write the documents. If anyone has 

an idea for these grants or would like to be on the committee, please see a council member. 

 

St. Paul Fellowship: At our last meeting with St. Paul they expressed their disappointment that Pastor Tim can never stay 

for their fellowship because he immediately has to leave for Zion after their church service. Chris suggested that every 

other month Pastor Susie could lead a service at Zion so Pastor Tim could stay to visit at St. Paul. Council discussed this 

matter and decided it would not be a problem because it we all appreciate Pastor Susie’s services. Chris made a motion to 

have Pastor Susie lead our service once every other month. Marsha seconded. Motion passed with Pastor’s abstention. 

  

Quickbooks: Shirley again informed council that our version of Quickbooks is no longer being supported so Ross has 

looked into the new versions for Zion to purchase. Desktop Pro can be ordered from Amazon for $174.00 or Desktop 

Premier for $299.00. The Premier version includes non-profit reporting such as year-end donation statements, statements 

of expenses, donor summary reports, generates deposit slips and can assign giving to various categories like our specials. 

Bill and Ross will discuss the advantages of both and present to council at the next meeting, 

 

Team Reports:   

 

Property: Al reported that the trees have been taken down. There have been two bids for mowing this summer. 

Zelienople Lawn Care gave Al a bid of $67.50 each time they mow. Al said there would probably be 26 times they would 

mow for a total of $1,755.00. We also got a bill from Evan Larrick for $800.00 for the season. He based his bid on having 

the mower and weed whacker available at the same time he mows the cemetery. Al said he would call him to confirm. Al 

said that since Zion purchased a new John Deere mower last year, we have no need to keep the Kubota. See Al for details 

about the age and condition of this mower. Zion is prepared to sell to it for the best bid. 

 

Fellowship: Marsha wanted to thank Bill & Jess Gasior and Sthela & Jess Wright for the delicious meals they provided at 

Fellowship. If  anyone wants to help with meals after service, please see Marsha. We will continue with weekly 

fellowship until the end of May. Then, fellowship will be every other week. Marsha will check with the Red Barn for a 

date to see a play. Also, Marsha would like to sell Girl Scout cookies after fellowship on March 22nd. Debbie will check 

with a relative whose daughter is a Girl Scout to see if she’s available that day. 

 

Meeting Human Needs: Life Touch, the company taking pictures for the directory, informed Linda that since we didn’t 

have enough people signed up on each day they would only come on Tuesday, March 24th. So, Linda has to consolidate 

anyone signed up to have their picture taken on Monday to a time on Tuesday. Please call the church office and leave a 

message to switch days that will be delivered to Linda. A Calling post message will be sent out to remind the 

congregation. Linda has posted information about the Covid-19 illness caused by the Coronavirus. This important 

information is located on the bulletin board to give you the knowledge so you can protect yourself during this global 

pandemic. 

 

Worship: No meeting due to Wednesday Lenten services. Worship Assistants had already been assigned for the next 

month and they plan to meet before Easter. Don’t forget that Sunday service will be held at St. Paul on March 29th at 9:00 

after which they will have fellowship.  

 

Christian Education:  

Marsha said that since the theme is “Who is My Neighbor” she will look for costumes from around the world to use at 

VBS. When she was at St. Paul they showed her numerous puppets she could use to dress up for the kids. The charities 

VBS will donate to are Feed My Sheep and SW Butler Food Cupboard. The children will be encouraged to bring in 

canned goods for the Food Cupboard. 

 

Stewardship: Chris checked with the company that prints our yearly contribution envelopes and found out that even 

though we would be ordering fewer boxes we will save on shipping and handling. So, our cost will remain relatively the 



 

same at $213.00. Chris also told council that more members of the congregation have signed up for Simply Giving. Some 

members have felt uncomfortable not placing envelopes in the offering plate so Chris will place printed papers in the pews 

saying you gave through Vanco as an alternative of an envelope. Marsha made a motion to use these papers in place of 

envelopes. Pat seconded. Motion passed with one opposed. 

 

Every Member Involvement: Bunny Hop is already in progress. Road clean-up is scheduled for April 18th and the sign-

up sheet will be on the bulletin board. Those participating will meet at the church at 9:00 A.M. 

 

Executive Committee: Members will meet in the future. 

 

April Money Counters: 5th: Debbie & Shirley; 12th early: Chris & Marsha; 12th (10:45) Shirley & Pat; 19th: Linda & Pat; 

26th Al & Bill. 

 

Devotions for April: Marsha 

 

Next Council Meeting: Thursday, April 16th. 

 

Shirley made a motion to adjourn. Chris seconded. Motion passed. The council prayed the Lord’s Prayer and adjourned.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Debbie Muders 

 


