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From the Pastor’s Desk… 

Speaking of stewardship, did you know that according to several recent national studies, only about 20-25% of 

practicing Christians actually give a tithe (a tenth of their income) to their church offering?  Grumbling, you say 

to yourself, "Pastor, I wasn't even speaking of stewardship, and you interrupted my day with this bad news?" 

 

But I'll bet you were speaking of stewardship, or at least thinking about it!  Were you making a grocery list? Or 

planning a trip?  Were you thinking about your to-do list or your weekend plans?  Maybe you were thinking about 

a neighbor or friend who needs your help, or your gratitude for what you have received.  Maybe you've been 

struggling with your faith or wondering what exactly you should be doing with your faith.  Maybe this month 

paying the bills is a little anxiety-provoking, or maybe your tax return is bringing a smile to your face.  Maybe 

you were watching the news and wondering where God is in the midst of a hurting world, or what you could be 

doing to help this hurting world?   

 

All of these things are part of the concept of stewardship.  "Stewardship is about all of life, about giving ourselves 

to God and using all that God has given us in grateful and appropriate ways." Stewardship is "an act of worship, 

an expression of faith, and a discipline for spiritual growth"  (p. xvi-xvii). However, it is often hard to put it into 

words! 

 

This summer, we'll be offering a three-session discussion group on "Speaking of Stewardship." We'll be using the 

book Giving to God: The Bible's Good News about Living a Generous Life, by Mark Allen Powell.  No book is 

required to be read for the group, but you may certainly purchase it yourself for a more in-depth read.  

 

Between our two congregations, we have extremely generous members and resources in abundance.  Our regular 

members who give weekly or monthly support the work of the church day in and day out, showing up with their 

time and talents as well.  We receive special gifts from those who remember the church in their prayers when they 

are blessed.  But stewardship is not always easy to speak of!    Why do you give to the church?  How much?  How 

do you make that decision?  What do you give to God?  Is that the same as giving to the church?  What's a tithe, 

and how could I possibly afford to give away 10% of my income?  

 

This discussion group will lead us through conversations with biblical texts and with each other, to better ground 

our own stewardship of our time, talents, and treasures.  With that grounding, we can learn to speak of stewardship 

and testify to others how our faith is lived out!  This class is for everyone: life-long members, regular tithers, 

occasional givers, and those who are just figuring out what it means to give back to God.  The Bible has good 

news about how to live and how to give. Let's learn to talk about it together.  

 

Wednesdays, June 3, 10, and 17 

11 a.m. at Zion and 7 p.m. on Zoom 
 

 

Pastor Erin Evans 

mailto:erineboyer3@gmail.com
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May 2 – Richard Rice 

May 8 – Patty Cekella 

May 14 – Sally Measel 

May 17 – Joanne Porter 

May 20 – Margie Davis 

 May 5 – Doug & Chris Trimble,  

               Jeremiah Manarivo & Hariniaina Andriamanantsoa 

May 9 – Bill & Jessica Gasior 

May 21 – Dale & Carla Wright 

 

 

May 3 – VBS volunteer meeting at St. Paul after lunch 

May 5 -- Worship team 11 a.m. 

May 14 – Council 6 p.m. 

May 20 – ZHLM meeting 6 p.m. at St. Paul. 

 May 3 – Joanne Porter, reader at St. Paul 

May 10 – Tom Bickert 

May 17 – Doug Trimble 

May 24 – Marsha Davis 

May 31 --Pam Ferrainolo 

 May 3 – at St. Paul 

May 10 – Bill Gasior & Marsha Davis 

May 17 – Chris & Doug Trimble 

May 24 – Bill Gasior & Pam Ferrainolo 

May 31 -- Carla Wright & Sally Measel 

 May 3 – at St. Paul 

May 10 – Bill Gasior 

May 17 – Chris Trimble 

May 24 – Bill Gasior 

May 31 – Tom Bickert 

 May 3 – at St. Paul 

May 10 – Trimble  

May 17 –  

May 24 –  

May 31 --Porter 

SOUTHWEST BUTLER COUNTY FOOD CUPBOARD 

 Food cupboard needs: Cereal, canned chicken, canned tuna, macaroni & cheese, pasta, ramen noodles, 

canned veggies, canned soup, stuffing mix, PB&J. 

Place your donation in the collection box located in the church hall.   

Volunteers are  needed on the following days: 

o Second Tuesday of the month to stock shelves, 9 a.m.– noon 

o Third Monday of the month, 9 a.m. Unload Food Bank delivery truck 

o Third Tuesday of the month, 9 a.m. Pack food; 5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., hand out food. 

If you would like to volunteer, please contact Phyllis Metz at 724- 452-5993.  
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 Combined Service 

May’s combined service will be May 3 at 10 a.m. at St. Paul with 

fellowship after the service.   

 Women’s Tea 

DON’T BE LATE FOR A VERY IMPORTANT DATE! 

Join us for a MAD HATTER tea party. May 16, 2026, 2 – 4 p.m. 

Zion will host this year. Celebrating the ladies of the ZHLM 

churches. Sign-up sheets are posted. 

 Vacation Bible School: July 6 - 9 

Mark your calendars now for an exciting week of VBS for PreK – 

sixth-graders. We'll need teen and adult volunteers too!  This year's 

theme is Road Trip.  We'll be "on the go with God" and help students 

to see that "The Lord your God is with you wherever you go" (Joshua 

1:9).  

 

 Southwestern Pa Synod Assembly 2026 

Friday, June 12 -Saturday, June 13, In-Person at PennWest California 

(formerly California University).  Voting members from your 

congregation have an important responsibility on behalf of all the 

members of our synod. This assembly is the highest legislative 

authority of our synod; they will be making decisions that impact 138 

congregations covering 10 counties in southwest PA.  Please speak to 

Pastor Erin if you want to know more or are interested in serving as a 

voting member. Confirmed youth are also able to attend this event 

through Youth Convo!  Youth Convo is a unique event for confirmed 

youth (up to 12th grade) designed to explore how the church works, 

empower young voices, and provide a meaningful seat at the table 

during the Synod Assembly. 

 
 Church World Service blankets   

Soon it will be time for Mother’s Day.  Each year we donate money to 

purchase blankets in memory or in honor of the special women in our 

lives.  These blankets are used for the victims of disasters in the USA 

and around the world.  Who are those special women in your 

lives?  We will be collecting for the blankets until  May 5.  Please fill 

out the form in the bulletin or give information to the church 

office.  Thank you in advance for honoring those important to you and 

for the disaster victims who will be helped by your donations. 

 

 

Camp Blast at Lutherlyn is on Saturday, May 9, from 11 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m.  Camp Blast is a free day of camp activities and fun; no 

registration needed!  Check out their website for more information:  

https://www.lutherlyn.com/programs/campblast.html 

 

https://www.lutherlyn.com/programs/campblast.html
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ZHLM Musical Theater Camp: June 22-26, 6 p.m. -8 p.m. 

Join us for a week of learning original music and 

performing for your family and friends on Friday, 

June 26.  Camp will be held at Strobel Hall at St. 

Paul, and the performance will be on Friday, June 

26, at 7 p.m. Use the QR code to register or call the 

church office. Register by June 7.    
 

 

 All Students Concert 

 An all-student concert will be held in the sanctuary on May 17 at 7 p.m. 

Performers will consist of Seneca Valley students playing piano, organ 

and various other instruments as well as singers. 

  

 

 Lutherlyn 

This month’s special envelope is for Lutherlyn.  We are very 

privileged to have this camp so close to us. No child who would like 

to go to camp is denied due to not being able to afford to pay the fee. 

There are so many different camps that can be chosen. From day camp 

for the very small to week-long camps that teach everything you want 

to know about nature, science, and much more. Lutherlyn is used year-

round for other purposes. There are quilting weekends, blacksmith 

weekends, family camping, and much more. Your donation to 

Lutherlyn enables them to help every child enjoy the camping 

experience without the worry of finances but also helps them to keep 

the camp up to date and thriving. Lutherlyn is always looking for 

people to help clean up the many acres they own to get ready for the 

new campership year. If you would like to donate time or money to 

Lutherlyn please feel free to contact them at 724-865-2161. 

 

 

ZHLM prayer requests: Cheri Mihalik, Brian Ward, Gracie McClelland, Pat Brickner, Linda & Dan Schall, 

Luke Mangola, Sandy Goetze, Cathy Loeffler, Beth Gerginski, Brad McClelland, Jean Jones, Abigail Muthler, 

Scott Casey, Catherine Hale,  Pastor Elizabeth Wallace, Peggy, Michael, Pam Coe, Pastor Susie Esseck, John 

Komidar, Tony Trapuzzano, Sue Braudrick, Patti Brancato, Kate Apgar,  Malala Allen, Sherry Plutnicki, Jeff 

McClelland, Jeff Donato, Kristee and Howard Westerman, Marian Robinson, Daniel, Carter and Eloise Lovell, 

Drew Piper, Gail Higgins, Bob Hoffman, Peg Kaltenbaugh, Martha Henry, Chris Trimble, and Gail and Noelle 

Higgins, Cynthia Jones, and Nanci Dawes. 

 

ZHLM homebound: Arlene Cameron, Sally & Tom Davis, Oscar Domhoff, Donald Grubbs, Eleanor 

Dindinger, Fay Collins, Betty Miller, David Peeples, Marliss Loveridge, and Susan Deitrich. 

 

Those in the military & reserves:  Technical Sergeant John Burgh, Jeffrey Hock, Kristen Latch, Josh Miller, 

Ryne Rhodes, Jeffrey Shaffer, Matt Van Arsdale, James Schott, Adam, Aaron, and Andrew Reichert, and 

Landon and Granger Peeples. 
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Minutes of Council Meeting Thursday, April 9, 2026 

 

In Attendance: Pr. Erin Evans (by Zoom), Chris Trimble, Bill Gasior, Tom Bickert, Marsha Davis, 

Pam Ferrainolo, Sally Measel, Doug Trimble, and Carla Wright. 

 

The meeting was opened with Devotions and Prayer by Pam and Marsha. This was written by Rev. 

Frank Podolinski, Jr. from St. Paul’s UCC, Trauger and is  based on Matt. 10:42, “And whoever gives 

one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by 

no means lose his reward.” Generosity flows from an understanding that all we have, are, or ever will 

become is not ours to possess. Giving and receiving is a way of living in which we share all that we 

have as a response to God’s love and grace. 

 

Secretary's Report – Motion to accept was made by Marsha and seconded by Pam.         

 

Treasurer's Report:  Contributions by envelope and plate, as well as rental income, for MARCH (five 

Sundays, four at Zion) totaled $12,301.50, compared to our budgeted amount of $12,670. This was 

$368.50 LESS than what was needed to meet our monthly budget.  

 

For the year, contributions and rental income total $36,737, compared to our budgeted amount of 

$32,942. Giving and rental income year-to-date is $3,795 MORE than budgeted. 

 

Our average weekly attendance for the four Sundays at Zion in MARCH was 50.  

 

We are overbudget on Janitor Supply due to the need to have two vacuum cleaners repaired. 

 

Chris pointed out that we have several designated funds where only $1 has been donated. Sally 

motioned that we combine these and give the money to World Hunger (our Lenten Denial cause). Doug 

seconded it and the motion passed unanimously.   

 

Chris also noted that we are grateful to Tom and his nephew for fixing the light over the Jesus window 

and other lights and timers. 

 

 

ZHLM Pastor’s Report for March 2026: 

 

Home Communions: Oscar Domhoff, Don Grubbs, Tom and Sally Davis, Faye Collins, (all other 

visits done before Easter,   April 1, 2, and 3) 

 

Hospital Visits: Don Grubbs, Martha Henry (x2), and Evelyn Stephens 

Pastoral Care: Mary Albert, Peg Kaltenbaugh, and Sylvia Brackbill  
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Meetings:  

Synod Worship Planning 

St. Paul Council 

Zion Council  

 

• Prepared and taught Book Study each week for Lent 

• Prepared and taught two first communion classes (6 kids!) 

• Finished ELCA Annual Report for St. Paul  

• Lutherlyn Staff Reference for Isabella Muthler 

• Write ups for newsletters 

• Holy Week Services and Easter Bulletins…. Sermons, volunteers, etc…. 

• Found used curriculum for VBS this year!  “Road Trip!” 

• Helped plan Celebration of Life for Becky Tomei (St. Paull) 

• Worked on St. Paul Parish Register to clean up rolls 

 

Pastor Erin informed us that the profits from St. Paul’s April 22 smothered chicken dinner will be 

donated to Harmony EMS, possibly going towards equipment used in CPR training. 

 

Pastor has acquired curriculum for VBS for $75.00. 

. 

She also mentioned that Pr. Brewer approached her about another youth musical. 

 

 

Old Business:   

1. Update on call committee – Chris reported that Jessica Gasior called to say there is a potential 

candidate interested in ZHLM. The next step in the call process will be to get the ten people on 

the call committee to agree on a date to meet this candidate. 

 

2. Bumpers and signs – Doug has acquired the handicap signs for the sidewalk and has 

ordered four blue bumpers for the handicap parking spots, two for each side of the 

sidewalk. 

 
3. Bathroom in parsonage – Chris obtained two bids for replacing the bathtub and wall surrounds 

in the parsonage. They include one from Roach and Ziegler’s for $8,690 and one from a 

company in Evans City for $7,950. Bill motioned we go with Roach and Ziegler’s, even though 

it is the higher bid, because we have used them previously and will be using them to replace the 

three church office windows plus they are well known and trusted. Marsha seconded the motion 

which passed unanimously. Tom said this will be paid out of the Maintenance account. 

 

4. Windows in offices – Chris pointed out that the six windows in the social hall are single pane 

and wondered if we should replace them while we are replacing the three in the offices. It was 

decided this was not necessary to do at this time. The bid from Roach and Ziegler’s for the three 

office windows is $2,635. Carla motioned, Bill seconded, motion carried, that we grant this bid 

and move forward with this project. 
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5. Printer lease – Pr. Erin reported that the person she and Megan talked to about the lease no 

longer works for the company so they are back to square one on this. The hope is to ask for 

5,000 black and white copies a month and get the contract reduced in cost. 

 

6. Moving camera – Currently, there are three cameras in the front of the sanctuary but there are 

times when the altar has no one there and communicants pass very close to the center one 

returning to their seats. For this reason, Chris suggested moving the center camera to the back of 

the sanctuary which allows capturing more of the congregation, especially at times like sharing 

of the peace. 

 

7. Mowing – Andy’s lawn service was the lowest of four bids we received for mowing the church 

and cemeteries and had been contracted prior to Rich Rice mowing last year. He has already 

mowed everything once the week of April 6. We will be over budget for mowing this year, but 

will adjust as needed for the 2027 budget. 

 

New Business:   

1. Road Cleanup Date – We selected Saturday, May 9 to do the next roadside pickup. We will 

meet at Zion at 8 a.m.  

 

2. Synod Assembly – is at Penn West (previously Cal U) on June 12 and 13 for Assembly. 

Registration is due by May 15. Let Pr. Erin know if you are interested in attending as a delegate. 

Sally is willing to attend. Carla is also considering attending as the second delegate. There will 

be a Youth Convo this year as well. The theme is “Vibrant Faith” 

3. Acolyte review – Pastor will hold a review for the acolytes after church on April 26. 

 

4. VBS sign-up for teachers and helpers – after joint service and lunch at St. Paul on May 3. 

 

5. CWS Blankets – Insert concerning the blankets donated around Mother’s Day will be put in the 

April 19 bulletin. 

 

6. Other: Chris reported locally, Armstrong and Butler counties put together 12,576 shoe boxes last 

Christmas, and the United States made almost 11 million of the 12 million Christmas shoeboxes 

that were sent worldwide. She said both we and the U.S. should be proud of this. 

 

Sally asked Bill to get us an update on the number being served by the food cupboard. Pam 

thought about 125 were served at the Christmas time distribution. 

 

 

TEAM REPORTS: 

Property: 

3-7-2026:  Shoveled and salted walks for school and food cupboard. 

3-28-2026:  Shoveled lime stone off sidewalk and filled parking lot holes, assisted by Joanne. 

3-29-2026:  Finished moving limestone off sidewalk. 

4-5-2026:  Treated snowblower with additive for the summer.  It worked very well this winter, 

numerous times. 
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4-13-2026:  Will meet Armstrong technician to inspect air conditioners for the summer.   

  Respectfully submitted, Frank Porter 

 

Doug’s property report for March 2026: 

March 22, church:  Tom Bickert and his nephew, Vince, investigated the light outside the altar 

window.  The fixture is still serviceable, was adjusted slightly, and will be getting a correct bulb 

installed soon.  They also replaced receptacles in the sign out front and adjusted the timers for the sign 

and parking lot lights.  There were only a couple of the existing fluorescent lights still working in the 

sign, so they will be updated to LED bulbs (two per each side of the sign).  Update, April 7, 2026:  

Bulbs have been replaced as needed, including in the hanging light going down the basement steps 

from the social hall.  Tom and Vince also replaced three receptacles at Vicki Moyer’s request (worn, 

plugs fit loosely); under the front pew, below the sanctuary light switches, and beside the water 

fountain in the social hall. 

 

March 24, church and parsonage:  Bids are being sought for mowing (church / parsonage and 

cemeteries), bathtub replacement (parsonage), and window replacement (church offices).  Four quotes 

were received for mowing; Andy’s Lawn Care, who we have used in the past, was lowest price. 

 

March 25, church:  Restored the disturbed area around the septic tank access.  Took excess dirt and 

placed it around the far access lid on the parsonage septic system to help eliminate a low area.  

Removed the plow markers from the driveway, parking lot, and along the sidewalk in the parking lot.  

The sidewalk markers were getting worn, and many were struck and killed by careless drivers through 

the winter (as were several along the driveway and parking lot edges).  I’m not replacing the sidewalk 

markers; I’m hoping that after being in place for several years, people will now know not to drive 

across the sidewalk.  It’s not built for vehicular traffic!  The picnic pavilion needs to be scraped and 

painted at some point soon.  The wood siding is curling in some places as well and would probably 

need to be replaced.  I’m going to investigate the cost of replacing the siding (with T1-11 as it is now, 

and with steel siding similar to our new roofs).  Also going to investigate the cost of getting the 

concrete slab leveled. 

 

Various dates, church:  Shut off lights and fans that were left on, turned down thermostats that were left 

turned up, locked doors that were left unlocked; in sanctuary, social hall and basement.  These things 

are sometimes found and corrected before I leave after Sunday service, but more often during random 

checks at other times.  This is an ongoing issue. 

Respectfully submitted, Doug Trimble 

 

Worship Team meeting report for April 2026: 

The Worship Team met on April 7, 2026, at 11 a.m. at the church.  In attendance were Pastor Erin 

Evans, Joanne Porter, Tom Bickert, Marsha Davis, Pam Ferrainolo, and Doug Trimble.   

Pastor Erin opened the meeting with a prayer. 

Some comments were received from a member of the congregation regarding the acolyte and 

communion procedures.  The comments were discussed; Pastor Erin will review proper acolyte 

procedures again with the youth, and our current communion procedure will remain as-is. 

Setting 7 will be used through the Easter season and at least through the summer. 

Worship assistants for May are as follows:                                                                                                                                                      

May 3:  Joint Service at St. Paul (10 a.m.):  Joanne Porter; music leader will be Nancy Williamson 
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May 10 (Mother’s Day):  Tom Bickert; music leader Nancy Williamson; hymns are ELW 408, 449, 

543 

May 17 (Ascension):  Doug Trimble; music leader Pastor Brewer; hymns are ELW 393, 434, 579 

May 24 (Pentecost; Memorial Day weekend):  Marsha Davis; music leader Pastor Brewer; hymns are 

ELW 396, 400, 401 

May 31 (Trinity):  Pam Ferrainolo; music leader Pastor Brewer; hymns are ELW 415, 412, 414 

The next regular Worship Team meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 5, at 11 a.m. 

Pastor Erin closed the meeting with a prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Doug Trimble                                                                                                                   

 

Christian Education: 

We want to thank Pastor Erin for leading our Lenten book study, “Loving Jesus”, with the help of 

Pastor Suhr-Barkley and Pastor Goetz. 

 

VBS is scheduled for July 6 - 9.  We are in the process of getting our curriculum. If you would like to 

help, see Pastor Erin or Carla Wright. 

 

We have five students that completed first communion classes and will take their first communion on 

Sunday, April 19. 

 

April 12 is our Intergenerational Sunday School with the theme, “I am the Resurrection and the Life” - 

Jesus is raised.  

 

Our next Intergenerational Sunday School about “I will be with you always” - Holy Spirit and Jesus, 

will be on May 10. 

 

We will announce soon when and where our next Fellowship dinner will be. 

Submitted by Carla Wright 

 

Stewardship: 

The money that has been collected so far for postage on our outreach programs has been rolled and 

deposited. So far we have collected $110 toward our $1,000 goal. Quarters can be turned in at any time 

and if you don’t want to do the quarters, cash is gladly excepted also. 

 

Believe it or not I have already received the paperwork to order 2027 envelopes.  If anyone has any 

changes that need to be done to their envelopes please let me know. 

 

Information has been received for our Mother’s Day blankets that we do each year.  Envelopes and 

bulletin inserts have been received along with posters. I would suggest that they be put into the April 

19 bulletin to give people time to order them.      Submitted by Chris 

Trimble 

Fellowship:  

Plans for the Ladies Tea on May 16 are underway with the help of the very generous ladies of the 

fellowship team.  The fellowship held in March for Zion was enjoyed by all and it was suggested that 

we continue to fellowship with just Zion on occasion.  As was stated in the previous report, Zion will 
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host the joint service fellowship in June with a Taco lunch.  Plans for the Men’s Picnic will begin soon 

as well as early ideas for the church picnic.  Any suggestions for any of our events are greatly 

appreciated.   Submitted by Marsha Davis 

 

Meeting Human Needs/Every Member Involvement: See the road cleanup date under New 

Business. 

 

Executive:  Next ZHLM meeting is Wednesday, May 20, 6 p.m. at St. Paul 

The next Council meeting will be Thursday, May 14. 2026, 6 p.m. Devotions for next meeting: Chris 

 

 

Money Counters and Recorders for May are as follows: 

May 3 – Joint Service, 10 a.m., at St. Paul 

May 10 – Bill and Marsha     Bill 

May 17 – Chris and Doug     Chris 

May 24 – Bill and Pam     Bill 

May 31 – Carla and Sally     Tom 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn was made by Sally and seconded by Bill. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sally Measel, Council Secretary 
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CHURCH WORLD SERVICE BLANKETS 

 

My Name ______________________________________________ 

 

“Wrap Your Mothers in Love” 

 

I wish to purchase blankets either In Memory Of, In Honor of, or To the Glory of God.  The cost of each blanket is 

$10.  Orders need to be made on or before May 5, at 9 a.m. You may place this form and your money in the offering plate or 

in the church office. PLEASE PRINT  

 

I wish to give blankets IN MEMORY OF the following: 

 

___________________________________________   #___________ 

 

___________________________________________   #___________ 

 

___________________________________________   #___________ 

 

I wish to give the blankets IN HONOR OF the following: 

 

___________________________________________   #___________ 

 

___________________________________________   #___________ 

 

___________________________________________   #___________ 

 

 

I wish to give blankets TO THE GLORY OF GOD     #___________ 

TOTAL # OF BLANKETS @ $10 = _________ (enclosed) 

 

 

Checks made payable to Zion Lutheran Church, “Blankets” in memo. 

 

Please return with check or cash. 


