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A Stewardship Story Fit for a Queen 

It was about 57 degrees that breezy February day, just barely warm enough for the honey bees to 

be active. The forecast was for rain but none had fallen when I lifted the lid off of the honey bee 

hive. The cluster of bees had moved to the top and was clinging to the newspaper that had been 

placed in the hive to capture moisture. Seeing the bees at the top was a tell-tale sign that they were 

hungry. It was what I expected to see. I carefully placed the bee covered newspaper on an adjacent 

hay bale that was serving as a wind protector. Being ever so careful, I placed sugar candy in the 

midst of the bees. Within seconds the bees had started breaking the candy down for food. I smiled 

as I watched for a few moments. It was good to see them so healthy and doing so well. I had lost two hives already that 

winter, and with only two left I couldn’t imagine losing another - especially this hive.  This hive is special. This hive 

carries a specific genetic trait that causes the bees to fight back against Varroa Destructor. Varroa is a nasty little mite that 

showed up on honey bees in North America in the 1980’s and has absolutely decimated honey bee populations in the U.S. 

But not this hive, this hive was different. This hive was made up of mite biters. All thanks to their mother – their queen. 

The queen of this colony bears the burden of hope. She carries opportunity, not only for the hive but for any hive within 

miles of her. Her children could give a genetic boost to honey bees throughout our community; potentially making it 

possible for feral hives to survive for years without treatment or care from a bee keeper. And with an increase in honey 

bees comes an increase in yield for local farmers and gardeners. Good news for this rural community! 

 Knowing that rain was imminent and rain is bad for bees, and knowing that somewhere in the hive was nestled a 

very important queen, I didn’t wait long before I closed the hive back up. I had carefully placed the lid back on the hive 

when the unthinkable happened. In shock, I watched as the queen landed on top of the lid on the outside of the hive. I 

froze. What do I do now? “Grab her,” I thought, but before I could move a muscle, a gust of wind swept her right off the 

lid and she disappeared from sight…. I stood dumbfounded, staring at where I had last seen her. A moment later, I found 

myself stringing together every four letter word I had ever heard while trying to process what to do next. Finally I realized 

that there was nothing that I could do. In February the bees will not survive without their queen. I had doomed them all. It 

wasn’t long before the rain started to fall. Certain death for a stranded queen…. 

 And yet, hope remained. A fool’s hope. The lucky chance that this queen would find a way to survive, find a way 

to return, find a way back to her children. Somehow, some way, she would defy the odds and bring back hope to a 

community.... 

 It was several days later before the weather was good enough for us to open the hive again. My son and I suited 

up and made our way through the mud back to the hive. We carefully removed each frame and analyzed every inch. As 

frame after frame passed by we began to confirm what we already knew was true - she was not there. We began to tell 

each other that it was OK; that there would be other opportunities; that we would rebuild…. And then, there she was! Big 

and beautiful, her body glistening in the sun! Her daughters turned to face her as she moved among them. She had done it! 

She had returned! Ever so carefully and as quickly as we dared we put the hive back together again. Then we high-fived 

and danced around the bee yard like fools! She was alive! She had been lost but now she was found!  

 Many years from now, may it be the case that her genetics pave the way for honey bees to have success against 

the mite in this region. It may well be that our neighbors will harvest gardens, flowers, and crops pollenated by her 

children and grandchildren. It may well be that the farms around us will produce a higher yield because of the work of her 

offspring and in turn farmers will provide for their families and feed this corner of the world. It may well be that the wax 

produced by her descendants will burn bright and long on an altar near the body and blood of Christ. It may well be that 

her young will produce honey that brings a community together over tea and toast. It may well be that a few bee keepers 

have found a unique way to do stewardship and care for their neighbor.  

That’s our bee stewardship story, what will your stewardship story be? 

 

Pastor Nathaneil  
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Serving Zion this month                
 

Ushers 
 April 1:  Al Stephens 

 April 8:  Tom Meyer 

 April 15:  Evelyn Stephens 

 April 22:  Carl Miller 

  April 29:  Eric Painter 

      

         

Greeters 
  April 1:  Earl & Diane Goehring 

  April 8:  Kathy Burg & Richard White 

  April 15:  Oscar Domhoff & Cindy Benoit 

  April 22:  Al & Evelyn Stephens 

            April 29:  Chris & Patty Cekella  

 

Money Counters 
April 1:  Linda Armstrong & Bill Gasior; Shirley Fichter & Evelyn Stephens 

April 8:  George Measel & Bill Gasior 

April 15:  Linda Armstrong & Pat Pflug 

April 22:  Shirley Fichter & Debbie Muders 

April 29:  Sally Measel & Evelyn Stephens 

 

 

                             Bulletin Sponsors 
April 1:  Burgh (7:30)/Barkley (10:30) 

April 8:  Stephens 

April 15:  Burgh 

April 22:  Trimble 

April 29:  Painter 

 

 

 If you are unable to serve on your Sunday, please trade with someone.   

 Bulletins may be sponsored with a donation of $15 per week, to offset the cost of the bulletins, and can be given to the 

glory of God, in memory of someone, or in honor of someone.  Note “Bulletins” in the memo section of your check, 

and please call Melissa in the office if you’d like to sponsor the bulletins.   

 Flowers may be given on the altar any Sunday.  There are forms on the bulletin board in the entryway.  Ask Melissa if 

you have questions.  



 

 

VOICe Easter Baskets 

It’s not too late to donate money to help our WELCA group provide Easter baskets for the 

women and children residing at the VOICe shelter.  Please donate to any WELCA member, 

or place your donation in the offering plate with “Voice Easter baskets” in the memo section 

of your check.    

 

 

Desserts needed! 
We will be providing desserts for the local Meals on Wheels program 
during the week os April 9-13.  You can help by signing the sheet on the 
bulletin board.   This program depends on the local churches for help, and 
so many folks receive assistance from this ministry.   

 

 

 

FOOD CUPBOARD 
April is Zion’s month to help with the Food Cupboard.  This is 

another ministry that depends on local churches for not only 

monetary support, but support in the form of time.  

Donations are sorted the second Tuesday of the month 

beginning at 9:00.  On the third Tuesday of the month, bags 

and boxes are packed at 9:00, with distribution beginning at 

7:00 that evening.  Please consider coming to help one of 

these days—or both—and share God’s love with those in our 

community.   

 

 

The VBS team has been hard at work planning for this year’s Vacation Bible 

School which will be held from July 23 to July 26 and the theme is GANGWAY 

TO GALILEE.  We will again partner with English and St. Paul’s, and as always, we 

need your help.  This year especially, because we are going BIG!  We will have a 

booth at Horse Trading Days where we will pass out cold bottles of water and 

fliers inviting our area children to attend VBS.  Also we will add to the flier the 

worship hours of all three churches. We will also have a float in the 4th of July parade.  So that, of 

course, means help, help, help!  We are listing the items that we will need to borrow or ask that you 

donate.  This plea is also going out to the two other churches.  We know that Zion comes forth whenever 

asked and we hope we can count on you to do the same for VBS.   

ITEMS NEEDED:  

1 12x12 Canopy – to borrow 

Cases of water (small for easy transport) 

Man hours for the booth (23 hours need to be filled) 

Vehicle and trailer for the 4th of July parade    



 

 
Our goal during Lent this year was to raise $1,500 for World Hunger.  To this end, Council 
decided that we would celebrate each increment by having someone attend church in 
their PJ’s.  The date for the Pajama Party is April 29th, and we need your donations!  
Please bring your Lenten Denial boxes back to church as soon as possible, so that we can 
tally our donations.  The more money we raise, the more folks you will see worshipping in 
their PJ’s….Children are ALL welcome to wear pajamas on April 29th!  
 
 
 

Even though it is still some time away we want you to mark your 
calendars for the evening that we celebrate all females in our church 
and their families.  You don’t have to be a mother because each of 
us is a daughter.  On May 7th we will have an evening of food, 
fellowship and entertainment.  So mark your calendars and come 
join this wonderful group of women and girls that we call our 
families here at Zion. 
 

   

 

 
April 1:  Easter breakfast will be available between the Sunrise Service at 7:30 and the 10:30 service, beginning 

around 8:45 a.m.  A free will offering will be taken to help offset expenses. Please sign the sheet on the bulletin 

board if you plan to attend.  

April 8:  Birthday and Anniversary Celebration during Fellowship Hour 

April 15:  Fellowship Hour 

April 22:  Special Fellowship Hour, hosted by Chris & Doug Trimble in honor of Helen Trimble’s 90
th

 birthday.  

A light lunch will be served, along with cake and ice cream.  Everyone is invited to attend to help Helen and her 

family celebrate this milestone.  

April 29:  Fellowship Hour 

 

 

 

 

 

April’s special offering will benefit Zion’s Roof Fund.  Please give generously so 

that we may continue our stewardship of our property.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Retreat 
“Letters of Christ”  

“Through the bible, God uses human writers 

to tell God’s story.  In this retreat, we will explore 

how our own words can write the good news.” 

English Lutheran Church in Zelienople is hosting a Women’s Retreat on Saturday, April 21st, in 

Bassler Hall.  The retreat begins at 9:15 a.m. and runs until 2:00 p.m.  Please join us for a day 

of fellowship, good food and spiritual renewal.  The Retreat Leader will be Pastor Liddy Barlow, who 

is the Director of Christian Associates in Pittsburgh.  Please RSVP by April 15th to 

office@elczelienople.org or call 724-452-8110. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study will meet on Saturday, April 28th, at 8:00 a.m.  All men of the church, 

family, and friends, are welcome to attend.  The Study will meet at Brown’s Country Kitchen in 

Portersville.   

  

 

Doug and I thank everyone for their cards, visits and prayers.  

The sudden passing of a parent is always hard, but the special 

people we call our church family make it easier.  Thank you 

again for everything. 

--Doug & Chris Trimble 
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Minutes of Council Meeting 

Tuesday March 8, 2018 

*Minutes of this council meeting are subject to Council approval* 

Attendees:  Linda Armstrong, Shirley Fichter, Bill Gasior, George Measel, Sally Measel, Debbie Muders, Pat Pflug, 

Evelyn Stephens, Al Stephens and local interim Pastor Nathaneil Christman 

Absent:  None 

Devotions: Pat opened the meeting with devotions. The topic was understanding the Lord’s Prayer and how it applies to 

us today. We need to do God’s work with our hands and our finances. 

Update from Call Committee:  George reviewed the paperwork submitted from the call committee that elaborated on the 

Food Cupboard and clothing drive. He approved this new paperwork and sent it to the Synod. 

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes were approved on a motion by Sally and a second by Evelyn. 

Treasurer’s Report:   FEBRUARY 2018 

As of 02/28/18 As of 01/31/18

Checking 78,390.57$     74,425.56$     

Petty Cash 25.00              25.00              

Cash Balance 78,415.57$     74,450.56$     

Less: Capital Improvements 14,865.57       14,865.57       

Less: Designated Funds 27,196.71       26,621.90       

Less: Payroll Tax Withholding 440.37            265.40            

Current Budgeted Funds Available 35,912.92$     32,697.69$     

 
Contributions by envelope and plate for February (4 Sundays) were $9,225.04. Compared to our budgeted amount of 

$6,543.20 giving was $2,681.84 more than was needed to meet monthly budget.  Receipts exceeded our budgeted amount 

on four Sundays last month.  Envelope giving to date in 2018 totals $20,352.04 (8 Sundays), and we are $7,265.64 over 

budget.  

It is important to understand that although our checking account shows $78,390.57 most of that money is in 

designated accounts and can only be used for that specific account.  The amount that we actually have to pay our 

bills is $35,912.92   
 Our average weekly attendance for February was 48.  

Rex Energy – Miscellaneous (Account #980) 

Opening Balance was $3,816.69.  February receipts were $354.26.  February disbursements were $118.09 (Cemetery 

Association).  Ending balance for February was $4,052.86. 

Report was approved on a motion by Evelyn and a second by Bill. 

Shirley told the council that the loan for the septic system will be paid off in May. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nathaneil presented his report for February, which showed 207 miles driven for visitations and 

Zion business and 20.5 hours committed. The Pastor informed the council that Pastor Peggy has pneumonia and to pray 

for her recovery. He also told us that he visited Gary and Goldie Rader, both of whom are not doing well. We need to 

keep them in our prayers also. 

OLD BUSINESS 

By-laws:  George, Tom Meyer, Ross Cummings, Bill Gasior, and Tom Bickert have met several times to write new by-

laws. Tom Bickert has taken the lead in this endeavor as he was instrumental in crafting the new constitution. The 

committee has streamlined the by-laws to about 5 pages because they are not tied to line items.  



 

Holy Cow:  The last day to submit your Holy Cow survey is March 20
th

. You can submit through e-mail or paper. If you 

are having a hard time accessing this on your computer, please see Bill for further instructions. Or you can get a paper 

copy from Bill if that would be easier. So far Bill has received 20 completed forms. We cannot express enough the 

importance of having the congregation complete this survey. Bill will then have a phone meeting on March 27
th
 with 

Michelle, a representative from Holy Cow. 

Money into CD:  The council discussed putting funds in a CD in anticipation of having a new pastor. Shirley said after 

researching rates the highest were with Mission Investment Funds. The one year rate is 1.39% and the two year rate is 

1.54%. These funds would be specifically designated for our new pastor. 

Shirley asked the council to check out online the Roll Call Church Management Software. She feels the church would 

benefit tremendously from this new program. We could do our own directory, record contributions, etc. We will revisit 

this at the next meeting. We also discussed that the money counters learn both sides of the process. Pastor Nathaneil 

informed the council of a new program called Tithe.ly that could be a replacement for Simply Giving. This might give us 

more control of our finances and let us give digitally to special projects. This has already been implemented at Oak Grove. 

Pastor Nathaneil feels that we must have electronic giving if we want to attract younger families. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Meeting re: Collaborative Ministry:  George received a letter from Bishop Kusserow on behalf of St. Paul’s about a 

meeting of local churches in the area. The following are the churches invited: St. Paul’s, Seaman Memorial, Oak Grove, 

St. John Stone, English, Zion, St. Peter’s and maybe others. Zion will send 4 representatives including George, Jessie 

Gasior, Frank Porter and another person from the congregation. George believes St. Paul’s is further ahead of us in getting 

a new pastor. The letter did not say who would lead the meeting or where it would be held. George will let us know about 

additional information concerning this important meeting about church yoking. 

First Communion: George gave Shirley information about upcoming First Communion. It will be held at the 10:30 

Easter service. The choir will take communion first. Then the persons receiving their First communion and their family 

will take communion. The congregation will then take communion. 

Shirley showed the council the renewal maintenance contract for the printer. They provide us with all the consumable 

parts including toner and ink, but not the paper. As of February 25
th
, we had used 324,113 pages. Our contract is for 

350,000 pages. We need to increase this total when we get close to this amount. 

Evelyn is spending her own money to mail the Newsletter to members of the congregation. We need to find out if all those 

people really want to receive them so we can help Evelyn save on postage. 

TEAM REPORTS 

Property: Jim and Al had nothing but problems with trying to get the small hot water tank up in the sacristy put in and 

the new ceiling fans and LED lights put in the restrooms, but they are not giving up and hopefully they will have 

everything done soon. 

The mower has been taken in for service to get ready for the mowing season and a new battery was also put in it. If you 

are considering giving a bid for the mowing job, please talk to Al or see Melissa in the office about what is required. 

After the weather breaks and we are sure there should not be a lot more snow coming, the parking lot will be smoothed 

out and 4 or 5 loads of stone will be needed to get the parking lot back into decent shape. It is so saturated back by the 

dumpster that anyone even walking is sinking in, not counting the garbage trucks which have put deep ruts in, backing up 

to the dumpster. 

The removing of the wallpaper and painting of the offices, restrooms and Fellowship hall is still on the list to be done, so 

it promises to be a busy spring!  

--Submitted by Al Stephens 

Fellowship: April 1: Easter Breakfast 

April 8: Birthday/ Anniversary Celebration 

April 15: Fellowship Hour 

April 22: Special Fellowship Hour, hosted by Chris & Doug Trimble, in honor of Helen Trimble’s 90
th
 birthday.  ALL are 

welcome!  

April 29: Fellowship Hour 

We had 8 different chilis for our cook off in February, making it very difficult for our judges. Our 8 contestants were Sara 

Porter, Joanne Porter, Pat Pflug, Dale Wright, Debbie Muders, Melissa Painter, Carl Miller and Al Stephens (no help from 

Evelyn).  Our judges -- Vicki Moyer, Chris Trimble and Jessica Gasior-- came up with Al Stephens for 1
st
 place, getting a 

Chili’s gift card and Debbie Muders , taking 2
nd

 place, getting a Marathon  gift card.  



 

Everyone had lots to eat and thanks to Chris for corn bread and corn muffins, Sally Measel for saltines and oyster 

crackers, Evelyn for chocolate chip cookies, and Sara for making waffles to go with her chili. Marsha Davis provided the 

Chili’s gift certificate and Evelyn provided the Marathon gift certificate. THANKS TO EVERYONE!! 

--Submitted by Evelyn Stephens 

Meeting Human Needs: Bunny Hop teams are being formulated and competition will start 3/11.  Adopt-a-Highway will 

resume later on in March or early April, I hope to do this 4 times a year as long as weather permits.  Spoke with Tom 

Brain, about our involvement and commitments to the Food Cupboard; I hope to attend one of the meetings soon to get a 

better sense of the process.  Tom will email with the next meetings information.  We will continue the dialogue 

throughout the coming months.  Holy Cow online assessment is up and running, submissions will close on March 

20.   The numbers reflect that we have seen a very positive response from the congregation.  If you would like to request 

the URL to complete the survey please send a request email to zion557@yahoo.com. You will then receive an email 

(allow 1-2 business days) with instructions and a clickable link to the survey.  Please allow 30-45 minutes to complete the 

survey, remember the responses are individual and should not be shared, spouses should complete separate surveys. 

--Submitted by Bill Gasior, Council VP and Meeting Human Needs Committee Chair 

Worship: Worship committee met on Sunday, March 11. Details for the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services 

were completed.  There is no Lenten meal on Wed. March 28.  Worship assistants were assigned for the rest of 

April. Council set a date of April 29 to have a Pajama Party at church to celebrate how much money we raise for World 

Hunger. We would like to have the children participate by returning their pig coin banks and coming to church in their 

PJ's.  We are still looking for more volunteers to wear their pajamas if our goal of reaching $1500 is met.  There will be an 

announcement of our progress soon.  The money collected at the Lenten meals counts towards our goal. Checks may be 

made out to Zion, with World Hunger on the memo line.  If anyone has concerns or questions about our worship services, 

please talk to Pat Pflug or come to a committee meeting. The next meeting is Wed. April 4 at 8:00.  Come at 7:00 if you 

would like to join us for choir practice.  

-- Pat Pflug, Worship committee 

Stewardship: Reflecting on your life’s journey, what is your first memory of stewardship or of being a steward? For me, 

it was giving a quarter (I think) to my Sunday school offering….and also seeing my mother filling the church envelopes 

for every Sunday. She did this once a month and if we were absent, she would put in the envelope(s) for the Sundays we 

missed. I’m sure it was how we were raised and what we saw and experienced as children that helped form our attitudes 

about giving as adults. 

Paul gives us something to consider in I Cor. 6:20, each of us was bought with a price, (a price none us of could pay 

ourselves). The notion that people belong to God as a consequence of redemption indicates just how valuable we are to 

God.  

As people of God, we are not owners of anything but merely caretakers (stewards) of everything. The recognition that we 

belong to the God who created us, redeemed us and continues to live and protect us is GOOD NEWS which inspires trust, 

gratitude and devotion to God. 

Today we hear a lot about motivating individuals and congregations to grow in Christ, participate in ministry and give to 

God’s work. Doing these are acts of commitment and spiritual maturity. When people give themselves to the Lord, the 

Lord makes things happen. Giving as a community beyond our capacity is an act of love, not to mention FAITH. In our 

economic times it is faith in Jesus Christ that enables us to act with spiritual maturity as a community with compassion 

and generosity….and I must say how proud I am that this congregation has been so committed to supporting Benevolence, 

now called “Mission Support”, that is mission and money that goes beyond our own community. 

--Sally Measel, Stewardship Team 

Christian Education: MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  Vacation Bible School will be July 23
rd

 through July 26
th
.  This 

year’s theme will be Gangway to Galilee.  There will be music, crafts, science, games and much more!  So mark your 

calendars and watch your newsletters for more information and registration forms. 

We will be having a booth at Horse Trading Days. We are also looking into in the parade on July 4
th
. The next meeting 

will be April 9
th
 at 6:30 P.M.   

With summer approaching it time to think about Camp Lutherlyn.  There are many camps being offered.  On Saturday, 

May 12th is Camp Blast. It’s from 11:00 AM to 4:30 PM and is FREE. Get more information about this event at 

www.lutherlyn.com/campblast.  Some of the other events are Small Fry Days, Summer Camp, Grown Up Camp, Fathers 

& Sons Retreat and many more. On the bulletin board this is a 2018 Lutherlyn Calendar.  Be sure to check out all the 

events at www.lutherlyn.com. There are brochures on the table in the social hall.  As in the past, Zion will give $100.00 

towards the cost of camp. 

--Submitted by Shirley Fichter 

mailto:zion557@yahoo.com
http://www.lutherlyn.com/campblast


 

 

Every Member Involvement:  No report. 

April Money Counters: 

8
th
: Bill & George 

15
th
: Linda & Pat 

22
nd

: Shirley & Debbie 

29
th
: Sally & Evelyn 

Devotions for April:  Evelyn 

 Next Council Meeting:  Thursday, April 12
th
 

Bill made a motion to adjourn. Al seconded and motion passed. The council prayed the Lord’s Prayer and adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Debbie Muders 
 

 

 A Florida Court Sets Atheist Holy Day!  
 

A proper decision by the courts for a change. 

 
In Florida, an atheist created a case against Easter and Passover 
Holy days. He hired an attorney to bring a discrimination case 
against Christians and Jews and observances of their holy days. 
The argument was that it was unfair that atheists had no such 
recognized days.  
 
The case was brought before a judge. After listening to the 
passionate presentation by the lawyer, the judge banged his gavel 
declaring, "Case dismissed!" 
 
The lawyer immediately stood and objecting to the ruling saying, 
"Your honor, How can you possibly dismiss this case? The 
Christians have Christmas, Easter and others. The Jews have 
Passover, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah, yet my client and all other 
atheists have no such holidays..." 
 
The judge leaned forward in his chair saying, "But you do. Your 
client, counselor, is woefully ignorant." 
The lawyer said, "Your Honor, we are unaware of any special 
observance or holiday for atheists." 
 
The judge said, "The calendar says April 1st is April Fool's Day. 
Psalm 14:1 states, 'The fool says in his heart, there is no God.' 
Thus, it is the opinion of this court, that, if your client says there 
is no God, then he is a fool. Therefore, April 1st is his day.  
Court is adjourned..."  
 
You gotta love a Judge that knows his scripture! 
 
    


